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Declaration as a manifesto in
which they offered justification
for an act which, in any other
circumstances, they would have
considered abhorrent.
These few home truths are set
down, not with the intent to detract from the memory of the
fathers of 1776, but to serve as a
reminder and as a warning. We
need to be reminded that our
liberties rest, in the final analysis,
not upon documents or traditions
or the courage of other generations, but upon our own willingness to sacrifice our own lives,
and fortunes, and honor when
History throws liberty into the
pot aga inst these stakes. Nasty
and brutish as it may be, the
price of liberty is still a willingness to grab a gun and shoot
people who would restrict liberty
and are in a position to do so.
Behind every right there stands,

The Glorious Fourth
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as it must be for
many people and groups, the
Fourth of July memorializes a
revolution, an armed uprising
against Law and Order, a subver~
sion of Government, and a seizure
of power by men who had no legal
right to it. The leaders of the
,. American Revolution, and those
who followed their leadership,
were traitors to His Majesty,
George III, by the Grace of God
their lawful lord and king. And
for their treason seven generations
of Americans have been grateful.
The men who wrote the declaration of independence justified
their treason by an appeal to a
.i higher loyalty than the loyalty
which they owed to the crowna loyalty to the laws of nature and
~ of nature's God. They accepted
revolution as a demand of conscience and they wrote the great
ISQVIETING
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perhaps only so dimly as to be
hardly noticeable, a gun; and
freedom is as much endangered by
the man who refuses to see the
gun as it is by the man who sees
only the gun.
And the warning? The warning
must be that there is no natural
law to guarantee that our generation will be able to remain free
without paying a price for it.
That price could range all the
way from putting up with minor
discomforts to the actual shedding
of blood. We must realize that
there is a price, and that we may
be called upon at any time to pay
it. The threat to freedom might
be a mad foreign tyrant, it might
be an aggressive young power, or
it might be a well-meaning bureaucracy or general staff within
our own country. To the extent
that any of these would take from
us those rights which we claim to
be ours by the law of nature and
of nature's God, they identify
themselves as our enemy. And
either they will triumph or we
will.

"Inherent Powers"
RESIDENT TRUMAN, in seizing
the steel mills, acted under
what he called the "inherent
powers" of the President. Federal
Judge Pine, in setting aside the

P

President's action, found that the
President has no inherent powers,
that whatever powers he has derive from duties and privileges
conferred upon him either by the
constitution or by laws enacted
under the constitution.
There would seem to be no disagreement on the critical and perhaps eventually catastrophic effects
of a stoppage 1n steel production
just at this time. The issue, then,
is whether our constitutional system assumes that the president
has inherent powers to safeguard
the national welfare, whether or
not there is any specific constitutiona! or statutory grant of a
specific power to deal with the
situation. We believe that a reading of American history would
tend to show that, as a matter of
fact, constitutional niceties have
never interfered with apparently
necessary action on the part of
nur great presidents. It was James
Buchanan, not Abraham Lincoln,
who worried about the constitutional powers of a president to
prevent the secession of the southern states.
On the other hand, we see
much wisdom in refusing to clothe
with the sanction of law or judicial approval the employment of
means and methods which are
required by the exiger des of a
crisis. There are times when the
courts may find it advisable to
wink at the actions of the execu-
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schools. What we find refreshing
in his remarks is his honesty (which
we could only wish that other
opponents of private education
would exhibit) in stating his objection to the very basic principle
which underlies parochial education and in stating his conviction
that the schools ought to be unifying forces within our society.
With these arguments out in the
open, we can now ge t down to
cases and we no longer need
shadow-box with the side-issues
of public transportation of parochial school pupils or tax support
of parochial schools. For this
clarification of the issue, Dr. Conant deserves a great deal of
credit.
Needless to say, we part company with Dr. Conant on his major premise and we depart farther and farther from his views
as we work toward practical conclusions. The only moral right
we can concede the state in the
education of children is whatever
right it may be able to acquire
by default when parents and the
church, in the order named, fail
to fulfill or are unable to fulfill
their obligation to train their chilPublic Schools vs.
dren. We cheerfully pay taxes to
Private Schools?
support the public school system
ITH a candor that we find
because we recognize the necesrefreshing, Harvard's Presi- sity of education to an orderly
dent James Bryant Conant stated, society, but we resist the temptain a recent speech, his objection tion to make a virtue of a necesto private (including parochial) sity. The state is to be praised for

tive on the completely pragmatic
grounds that what was done probably had to be done under the
circumstances. But to legalize the
act is to invite a repetition of the
act under circumstances of a much
less critical nature.
There is, it seems to us, considerable wisdom iri closely delimiting the area of de jure (legal)
power upon which rulers may
draw in normal circumstances and,
at the same time, tacitly assuming
an unlimited area of de facto
(actual) power which is available
to them in the face of grave danger. Our strongest and wisest
presidents have never hesitated to
do what the situation demanded,
but usually they have respected
the fiction of limited powers and
have attempted to find some cloak
of de jure validation for their
actions. Some myths and fictions
are necessary for order and freedom within any society. We see
no reason to discard the fiction
and broaden the de jure powers
of the president to embrace all
of his de facto powers.

W
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assuming an obligation which the
rightful bearers have defaulted,
just as the state is to be praised
when it undertakes to provide for
the needy and the aged whose
families have failed in their obligations. But shifting the performance of an obligation does not
necessarily shift the moral responsibility for the performance.
We are, therefore, willing to
join Dr. Conant in defendi~g
public education against hostile
criticism and in strengthening its
foundations. But, to borrow an
analogy, we are not so sold on
the desirability of dentures that
we would favor the mass extraction of healthy natural teeth. As
for the divisiveness of the parochial school, that is regrettable
but unavoidable. What Dr. Conant and others will have to try
to understand, at least, is that the
real Christian is as committed to
his God as Dr. Conant and his
associates are committed to their
conception of the American Way
of Life. As Christians, we concede
the right of noble Shintoists such
as Dr. Conant to hold and propagate their views. But we insist
upon the same tolerance for our
convictions and the same respect
for our rights.

·I

Postscripts on Africa
be neither a prophet
O norneed
the son of a prophet to
NE

see the end result of what is going
on today in Africa. From restless
Tunis to anxious Capetown, from
uneasy Dakar to the unsettled
Somalilands there is a seething
and a ferment, the slow and angry
awakening of peoples who are
beginning to realize that, during
their long sleep, an alien people
has moved in among them and
has taken over their land.
In French North Africa, in the
Gold Coast, in Nigeria, in the
Union of South Africa, and in
many parts of central Africa, native peoples are actively or passively rebelling against their colonial rulers. How far these rebellions will go will depend chiefly
upon how well the colonial powers
have learned the painful lessons
which they should be able to draw
from a similar course of events in
Asia. Up to now, the evidence
indicates that these lessons have
been all but forgotten. The notion
still seems to be widely held that
an occasional sop thrown in the
direction of the native population
will keep them satisfied and maintain the status quo. This status
quo includes maintaining the fiction of the superiority of the
white race, identifying Christianity with European moral and
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political systems, and keeping the
"native" "in his place."
From the practical standpoint,
• it is unimportant whether these
notions are true or not. '.Vhat is
important is whether the African
will see behind such notions the
same authority of cosmic truth
that so many of the whites profess
• to see. The Asiatic peoples were
not willing to concede the divine
right of the whites to domina~e
their lands and cultures. It IS
~ doubtful whether the African will,
in the long run, be willing to
concede such a right, either.
Thus the ground is being prepared for what happened in Asi_a
to happen in Africa. And this
should be a warning to the
Church. If Christian missionaries
r-..1 and teachers identify themselves
with the colonial governments and
make Christianity an ingredient
~ in the colonial political system,
the missionary will be bounced
out with the colonial governor
~ and Christianity will be sent packing along with mercantilism. Malan and his South African apar., theid program are more of a
danger to the Faith in Africa th~n
are all of the alleged Commumst
agents who are at work in the con~
.
tment.

5

H ow Much perM?
the little-k~own ind_ustries of our highly-specialized society is the mailing list
business, a service offered by several firms who specialize in gathering and supplying names in
various categories to clients wh?
do direct-mail advertising or sohcitation. The client may be anybody from a depilatory firm that
wants a list of all of the bearded
ladies in American circuses to an
Ivy League university that wants
a list of taxpayers in the $25,000
bracket. It is, in other words, a
completely legitimate industry
providing a needed service. .
What interests us about the mdustry is its schedule of prices for
different kinds of lists. We have
such a schedule before us, prices
quoted at so much per M (thousand), and it provides not only
a few surprises but some small
re-inforcement of our ego, for we
find ourself being offered at what
we consider a fairly decent price.
By way of explanation, it_ should
be said that most of these hsts run
$I4.00 per thousand names. For
this price, you can get lists, for
instance, of bank personnel and
officers, corporation officers, corporation executives, federal and
state and municipal officials, stock
brokers and security dealers, lawyers (both prominent and corpo~
ation), chiropodists, and physi-
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cians. But you can't get us for
any $14.00. As a school board
member, we fetch $18.oo pe.r thousand. As a teacher (segregated by
age and sex, especially responsive
to legitimate "extra-income" propositions), we can be had for $17.00
per thousand. Admittedly this
does not put us into a class with
newlyweds ($2o.oo per thousand),
but at the $18.oo figure we are
right up there with engaged
couples, clergymen of all denominations, contributors to charity
(subdivided as Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish), officers and members of church aid societies, and
persons now building new homes.
Hereafter we shall give a little
more attention to our second-class
mail. Although the generality of
men may not give two cents for
us, discriminating and perceptive
advertisers are quite willing to
put up the two cents (well, practically two cents) that is our mailing-list valuation. Anybody can
afford to write to a corporation
executive or a chiropodist. But if
your budget won't stand circularizing engaged couples, you can't
afford the managing editor of
THE CRESSET.

Korea
our readers are quite a
few men who are in action
in Korea. These men must have
wondered why, for many months

A
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now, we have seemingly ignored
that part of the news which not
only affects their lives most intimately but which ought to be of
compelling interest and concern
to all of us. The answer is simple.
We just don't know what to say.
Most of us have not yet accepted the implications of the new
role in world affairs which has so
suddenly been thrust upon us.
We still think in terms of other
days when we were on the edge
of world affairs, rather than in
the very center. In such a situation, we were either at war or at
peace. When we went to war, the
war had a beginning and a period
of all-out activity and an end.
And then we were at peace again.
To understand our present situation, it is perhaps necessary to
review nineteenth century English
history, for the role we play today
is very similar to that which Great
Britain played in the nineteenth
century. It was a role which
prompted Kipling to exclaim, in
one of his poems, "If blood be the
price of admiralty, my God, we
have paid to the full!" The price,
for Great Britain, was a century
of "informal wars" in all sorts of
out-of-the-way places, wars which
history has almost forgotten because they were carried on with
little notice even by the people
back home-except, of course, for
relatives and friends to whom the
loss of a young man on the North-
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west Frontier or in the islands
was an immediate and personal
tragedy.
This is an awful thing to say,
but the role of a paramount power
is an awful role. We may have
to reconcile ourselves to years and
decades of "police action," today
in one corner of the world and
tomorrow in another. Casualty
,. lists, sometimes short and sometimes distressingly long, may be
normal elements in our national
life for the remainder of most of
our lifetimes. The retired major
and the Far Eastern veteran may
~ become as much a fixture of the
American small-town scene as he
has been, for more than a century, of the English village scene.
God grant that it may be otherwise, but God grant us the courage and the resolution to put duty
above our likings.
In the light of such a situation,
the tragedy of the lives lost and
the sufferings endured in Korea
is in no way diminished, but the
tragedy becomes tragic in the
great, heroic sense. The few must
.,; pay, year after weary year, the
price which their country's role
demands. One dies that the people
may not perish and only God can
~ know, ultimately, why one man
survives and another dies.

.
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The Foolishness of God
friend on one of the
A cooo
Church's far-flung battlelines writes: "Any time you have
a spare moment, say something
about those little people who
spend all their time trying to convince the world that Christianity
is a nice logical system."
It is requests like this that make
us wish we were back on our old
job of painting ornamental ir?n
fences. Wisdom was not born with
our generation, least of all with
the one member of that generation who carries editorial responsibility for this section of THE
CRESSET. So we would attempt no
answer of our own. Rather, we
would digest what we have heard
from older and saintlier men
whose years under the yoke have
taught them some things that our
books only hint at dimly.
From these veterans of the cross
we have learned two things. First,
they are in complete agreement
that Christianity, seen from the
outside, is absurd. Beautiful, perhaps- even rather awesome-but
absurd, nevertheless. To attempt
to present the case for Christianity
to an outsider as some sort of neat
system to which any intelligent
person might readily assent is,
therefore, foolish. The same intellectual arguments that might be
advanced for Christianity could
be just as effectively advanced for

.... 8
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Buddhism or Brahmanism. The
will to believe can always find
intellectual reasons for believing.
And once one has decided that a
system is logical, the incongruities
and contradictions within it can
always be either reconciled or
shunted aside. In religion, the
illogical can always be labeled a
"mystery" and thus logically fit
into a system which postulates the
existence of mysteries.
In the second place, these veterans agree that even when viewed
from within, Christianity can not
be nicely pieced together like a
jig-saw puzzle until every piece is
in its proper place and the whole
pattern stands clearly revealed.
There are pieces missing and there
are other pieces that don't seem
to belong to the pattern at all.
We have been given all the light
we need to find our way home.
But on either side of the strait
and narrow way lies darkness, deep
and palpable darkness into which
only the all-seeing eye of God can
penetrate. Luther knew that and
wrote, as his last words, "We are

beggars, that is true." Twentiethcentury man does not want to be
a beggar. Unworried by the warning that to see God is to die, he
is determined to perform an autopsy on God. And he becomes
indignant when he runs smack
into the truth of Isaiah's cry,
"Verily thou art a God that hidest
Thyself!"
This is not to say that Christianity has no intellectual content. Indeed it has, enough to
keep the best mind occupied for a
whole lifetime. At the opposite
extreme from the sterile intellectual who would systematize Christianity stands the esthete who,
like the poor Indian, "sees God in
nature, hears Him in the wind."
The one tries to seize God with
his brain, the other with his emotions. Both want somehow ·to possess God so that they can use Him.
Both exhibit the ancient yearning
in fallen man for a mystery religion that will somehow leave room
for the pride and learning and
sensitiveness of man.
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-The Beginning ofT.§. Eliot's
Theory of Culture

r.:·

By PALMER CzAMANSKE
Department of English
Valparaiso University
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KARL HERTZ
Department of Sociology
Capital University

that theory in his previous body
of work, and about the significance
of this shift in concern.
Over eighty years ago, Matthew
Arnold wrote Culture and Anarchy because he was deeply interested in "the general weakness
of the civilization of his nation
and the sources of this" and because he perceived the social and
political crisis of his day. A study
of Notes towards the Definition
of Culture shows that Eliot writes
for the same reason, except that
the weakness and the crisis are
spread now beyond England. Arnold had the intention of urging
upon Englishmen a transforming
of their social and political organization; presumably this is one
aspect of Eliot's intention. Such
intention on the part of Eliot
seems implicit in a sociological
study which has a moral aim.
However, this intention is hidden
carefully. There is no blueprinting
of the future; there is only exam-

C\ ocrAL confusion and lack of
...:::')moral control marked the ends
of both the first and the second
quarters of this century. That the
American-English writer who produced in 1922 a work acknowledged as the signpost of pessimism, The Waste Land, should
be the person to point out in
1948 the terms upon which civilization may continue is a major
literary phenomenon of our age.
It is possible that in future years
T. S. Eliot's clear, brief Notes
towards the Definition of Culture
may be acknowledged as a signpost for reconstruction and conservation. It has already received
high praise.
At any rate, the book shows the
shift of a major poet and critic's
interest from poetry and literature to sociology during a quarter
century. Such a shift raises questions about Mr. Eliot's aim in
writing this book, about his theory
of culture, about the origins of
9

10
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ination of the present in terms of
the past and the future. Perhaps
it would be fairer, then, to say
that Eliot by implication urges
upon Englishmen the improvement of their social and political
organization. By the extension of
that implication, he speaks to
Americans and to Europeans.
Arnold's book was addressed
primarily to the middle class.
Eliot's book is addressed primarily to groups-to educators, sociologists, churchmen, men of letters. The core of the meaning of
Arnold's book has been interpreted by two distinguished scholars as urgent advice to the English
people to reflect upon their social
and political situation and to see
that situation for what it actually
was. That is the core of the meaning of Eliot's book also, except
that the advice is pointed also to
Americans and Europeans. Arnold
claimed that the need of the hour
was right reason; it is not unfair
to say that Eliot claims also that
the need of the hour is critical
intelligence. Arnold eventually
found authority in the "best self"
of each class, leading to a "national right reason." Eliot makes
a great plea for the human individual whatever his talent or
positiOn may be, and seeks "the
recovery of individual life from
mass or collective life, and . . .
the renewal of private life." Only
on the basis of such recovery and

renewal can the cultural community as a fellowship of individuals
be restored.
His specific purpose in this
volume Eliot states immediately
at the beginning of his Introduction. "My aim is to help to define
a word, the word culture." Such
a statement at first seems disarmingly simple, especially since it
is preceded by "My purpose . . .
is not . . . to outline a social
or political philosophy." Then it
seems alarmingly complex. That
this specific purpose actually enlarges to the general purpose declared above is evident in one of
the direct ancestors of the present
book, an essay "Cultural Forces in
the Human Order" (in Prospect
for Christendom: Essays in Catholic Social Reconstruction, ed. by
Maurice B. Reckitt, 1945). In that
paper the words "culture" and
"civilization" are balanced:

•

.A

•

The word culture cannot be precisely
defined: that is to say, no definition
can be given which would be of
much use to anyone previously unacquainted with the word itself or
with what it designates. Furthermore, ~
although the word cannot be taken
as exactly synonymous with civilization, the meanings of the two words \certainly overlap, and can be in some
contexts identical; so that any attempt either to identify or to keep ~
quite separate the meanings of the
two words is certain to be stultified in
practice.

-July 1952
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As lexicographer for a certain
word, Eliot subjects our civilization to scrutiny. Such scrutiny illuminates and evaluates our society; and from these deliberations emerges his theory of culture.

Content of Notes toward1 the
Definition of Culture
o SEE this theory in unshade?
light, one must look at his
concepts in a double p erspective.
First of all, it is Eliot's concern
at every point in his argument to
offer a normative answer; he approves and he disapproves. Second,
the chief concepts of the book
hang together as an organic whole,
not only in logic but in the conscious intent of the writer. A brief
survey of Eliot's argument may
indicate the grounds for our two
assertions.
Culture, as Eliot uses the word,
refers to "the whole way of life
of a people." It embraces characteristic activities and interests; it
contains loyalties; it expresses valu es and aspirations. To define culture thus is to recognize that it is
basically religious; the culture of
a people is, in fact, the incarnation
of its religion.
As society develops, differentiation of functions among groups
occurs, which promotes the development of classes to maintain
that part of culture which pertains to them. Many think that

T
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class society is on the way out and
is being replaced by a society in
which an elite selected on the
basis of achievement will play the
creative role. But this new principle of selection confuses the
functions of class and elite. For an
important part of the function of
social class is the transmission of
culture; an elite cannot perform
this function except as a part of
some social class. Classes are socially necessary to guarantee continuity of culture.
Regional diversities with their
attendant local loyalties are equally essential. A national culture
is a constellation of local cultures;
friction within such a constellation makes for creativity and prevents concentration of power.
Hence (proceeding to a larger
area), world-planners who speak
of a uniform world culture propose an absurdity; world culture
is rather "the logical term of relations between cultures," a unity
amidst diversity.
In religion too unity and diversity are essential. Both the social stratum and the local temperament must express their par
ticularities in their forms of Christianity, but there must be a corrective force in the direction of
uniformity of belief and practice.
Two dangers are inherent in the
dominance of uniformity, namely,
the prevalence of superstition and
the rise of anti-clericalism. The

12
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tension of diversity is both necessary and fruitful.l A reunion of
churches, as suggested by federationists, which would result in the
leveling of culture, which would
not respect diversity, would be
both dangerous and undesirable.
In politics and in education,
also, dangers to culture have
arisen. These may be summed up
as the threat of the "cultureconscious" politician and educator to attempt to direct and mold
culture consciously. Culture cannot be planned; it is organic and
unconscious. Education may transmit culture, but education betrays
culture if by conscious interference it breaks organic continuity.
For culture always remains in
part unconscious. People can only
will the means favorable to its
growth; they cannot directly set
about to create or control it.

Plan of Our Study
of Eliot's Early Prose
is a reason for inquiring
the beginnings of this
theory of culture. Those who, with
us, believe that it is worth study
by every person who is thinking
about the reconstruction and conHERE

T into

'We presume that Eliot, as a Christian
sociologist, would see great cultural loss
in a merger, for instance, of the American Lutheran Church, The Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod, and the United
Lutheran Church, as has been proposed
several Limes in the past two decades.

servation of our society will grant
that the theory is complex and
the exposition brief. So involved
is the theory that more than half
of the men who reviewed The
Definition of Culture in American
magazines in the spring of 1949
simply did not know its content.2
Understanding this book is not
an elementary matter. Now it is
reasonable to hope that seeing
some of the concepts in their
early forms may enlarge or clarify
understanding of the theory. In
addition to the gain of a better
understanding, we may discover
the approximate time at which
a major poet and critic became
interested in sociology.
A survey of the entire corpus
of Eliot's prose in an admittedly
sampling-at-random fashion led us
to four tentative conclusions. Eliot
has always been interested in politics and education, but in those
areas the expression of ideas which
form a part of his theory of culture is comparatively recent. The
bulk of Eliot's literary criticism
touches only the periphery of the
concepts in his theory. The
changes Eliot made between the
magazine version and the book
version of his theory are chiefly
textual (The Definition of Culture appeared in its first form in
English magazines). The prose in
•superior reviews appeared in The
Nation and in The Commonweal.

..
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which Eliot expressed his thought
with obvious freedom is that in
The Criterion, a quarterly which
Eliot edited from 1922 to 1939.
The last conclusion suggests
Eliot's editorial essays, as well as
more formal pieces, as appropriate
sources. The last date suggests a
convenient ending-point for this
inquiry: we limit ourselves to study
of the first two decades of Eliot's
prose. Our assembly of early expressions is representative and not
exhaustive. These expressions are
not parallels of parts of the theory
but are those parts in their embryonic states. Mere pronouncements on culture when the term
meant the arts or manners or refinement (Eliot said a great deal
about the term in this sense) we
reject, for the meaning of the
word in the 1948 context is a
sociological one.
A study of Eliot's early prose
approximately within these limitations led us to three conclusions:
During the first decade the evidence in the prose of interest in
sociological concepts is so slight
that it constitutes no indication
of a drift towards sociology. During the second decade the evidence
increases to the point that a shift
of interest appears possible, perhaps likely. At the beginning of
the third decade (outside the scope
of this article), evidence of the
shift of interest that came to fruition in The D efinition of Culture
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is clear and unmistakable. It is
the purpose of this article to provide the evidence for these conclusions at the same time that it
reveals the early forms of parts
of the theory.

Ideas of Order, Heritage of the
Past, Classes, Religion to 1929
first decade
be considere?
T is the
first period of the publiHE

to

cation of books and pamphlets by
Eliot, the period before 1930.
(Eliot's career as writer opened
with forty pages of poetry entitled
Prufrock and Other Observations,
191 7.) One of the main concepts
in The Definition of Culture is
discernible in the author's first
commitment as a literary critic,
the essay "Tradition and the Individual Talent," which appeared
.in The Egoist at the end of 1919.
This is the concept of organic
structure. In this essay, against an
entirely literary background, the
following points are made about
tradition:
It involves, in the first place, the
historical sense . . . ; and the historical sense involves a p erception,
not only of the pastness of t!he past,
but of its presence; the historical
sense compels a man to write not
merely with his own generation in
his bones, but with a fe eling that the
whole of the literature of Europe
from Homer and within it the whole
of the literature of his own country
has a simultaneous existence and
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composes a simultaneous order. This
historical sense ... is a sense of the
timeless as well as of the temporal
and of the timeless and of th e temp·
oral together.

..

tions for sociology. The most important, and, indeed, some of the
bases of the entire theory of culture, might be expressed thus:
1. To explore a culture, the whole
What happens when a new work of a society must be studied. 2.
of art is created is something that The present society includes as
happens simultaneously to all the a living reality the heritage of
works of art which preceded it. The the past. 3· The growth of a new
existing monuments form an ideal part to any definable body within
order among th emselves, which is that society changes the whole somodified by the introduction of the ciety. 4· The development of a
new (the really new) work of art healthy society necessarily involves
among them. The existing order is hereditary transmission of the best
complete before the new work arrives; for order to persist after the that has been thought and said.
supervention of novelty, the whole 5· Growth of a healthy society ocexisting order must be, if ever so curs by the addition of new maslightly, altered, and so the relations, terial without a fracturing of the
proportions, values of each work of past, or of the then-present, strucart toward the whole are readjusted;
ture. 6. A healthy society conand this is conformity between the tinually re-orders itself.
old and the new. . . . [The past is]
So far as we can see, Eliot never
altered by the present as much as departs from this concept of orthe present is directed by the past.
ganic structure. He applies the
[The poet] must be aware that the princi pies in one form or another
mind of Europe-the mind of his to practically everything he
own country-a mind which he learns studies, and a long series of quoin time to be much more important tations could be collected to show
than his own private mind-is a mind the persistence of this concept, in
which changes, and that this change various fields, down to the present
is a development which abandons day.
nothing enroute, which does not
In addition to the six notions
superannuate either Shakespeare, or above, other ideas that might be
Homer, or the rock drawing of the
regarded as roots of some of the
Magdalenian draughtsman.
concepts in the theory of culture
From these statements of the sig- fall directly under the subjects
nificance of tradition in literature "Classes" and "Religion."
(which statements were repeated in
Class distinctions as a part of •
part in The Criterion in 1923) Eliot's early terminology in speakmay be drawn important deduc- ing of culture and society appear

.
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in two 1923 Criterion essays in
memory of Marie Lloyd, a musichall comedian, and of Sarah Bernhardt, an actress. Both papers
exhibit concern with classes and
with their rituals and with the
deterioration of the middle and
upper classes. For instance, Marie
Lloyd receives praise because she
gave expression to the life of the
lower class. Like Arnold, Eliot
thinks that the middle and upper
classes particularly have failed to
maintain that part of culture
which pertains to them. It is significant, too, that Eliot sees the
deterioration of the middle and
upper classes as a moral deterioration, which view is in itself an
oblique reference to the inclusion
of religion as a primary aspect of
the culture of a group.
Another aspect of Eliot's view
of classes is his assumption that a
class has a corporate personality .
This is shown nowhere so clearly
as in the program The Criterion
set for itself. Any number of the
journal appeals to the class with
leisure and with a corporate personality. For such a group, the
magazine exhibits a "common tendency" in the recording of "the
development of modern literature
and the mutations of modern
thought." Contributors illustrate
this tendency either by conformity or by opposition to it, without
resorting to "narrow exclusiveness
or sectarian enthusiasm."
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An early root of the concern
with religion as an integrant of
the expression of a society appears
in 1926. It takes the form of the
idea that religion expresses itself
visibly in a symbol (in this instance, a church building), parallel to the idea that a certain class
expresses itself visibly in a person. That autumn there had been
a rumor that some of the old
city churches of London were to
be razed. Eliot in his "Commentary" (his editorial pages) in The
Criterion objects to the destruction of the old churches first on
the grounds of their architectural
beauty and on their value as
shrines. But then he proceeds to
a more significant reason:
If the church invisible is in decay,
it is hardly likely, in the long run,
to be restored by the destruction of
visible churches. A visible church,
whether it assembles five hundred
worshippers or only one passing penitent who has saved a few minutes
from his lunch hour, is still a church:
in this it differs from a theatre . . ..
The destruction of a church which
has the added consecration of antiquity and even a little beauty, is
a movement towards the destruction
of the Church.

The same idea is expressed in
the essay "Lancelot Andrewes,"
which first appeared in The Times
Literary Supplement in September, 1926. The idea that religion
expresses itself visibly in a symbol
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is not an equating of religion and
culture; nevertheless the sum of
the ideas supporting the central
one comes close to implying that
culture is basically religious.
The notion of the unity of
Christian Europe finds expression
at this time also. "Lancelot Andrewes" asserts the dominance of
Richard Hooker and Andrewes as
expressive figures of the intellect
of the English Church and praises
these divines for their European
outlook. Three years later, in
"Dante" Eliot notes that the ease
with which Dante can be read in
translation is due to the fact that
Dante "thought in a way in which
every man of his culture in the
whole of Europe then thought"
and employed the allegorical
method "which was common and
commonly understood throughout
Europe."
The first decade of Eliot's prose
may be said to end with For
Lancelot Andrewes: Essays on
Style and Order (1928), in the
Preface of which Eliot declares his
position as "classicist in literature, royalist in politics, and angloc;atholic in religion"; and Dante
(1929), in which he faces the problem of belief squarely and suggests that the reader must understa~d, ~ut need not accept, Dante's
be.h~fs m order to appreciate The
Dwme. C?med~. Du~ing this period, Ehot s sooolog1cal ideas appear in papers dealing with litera-

ture and the arts. Therefore we
conclude that at the end of this
first decade the evidence in the
prose of interest in sociological
concepts is slight.

Ideas of Tradition, Regions,
and Religion, 1930-1939

THEsecond

decade to be considered is the period of the
193o's. A reading of the "Commentaries" in The Criterion duri?g this period shows that practically all of the ideas in the imm~diately preceding paragraphs,
with slight variations of course,
:ecur. A noticeable lag occurs only
m the number of specific comments on classes. These comments
are replaced by castigation of
those who planned for the enlargement of, and the presumed
"comfort" of, the middle class.
The two subject-divisions under which we found roots of some
of the concepts in the theory of
culture are "Regions" and "Religion." However, before we summarize the main ideas of this
period, it is necessary to present
Eliot's revised definition of tradition, with which we opened our
discussion of the ideas of the first
decade. This revised definition,
narrowed in distinctly sociological
terms, was formulated for the
Page-Barbour Lectures at the University of Virginia in 1933 (lectures
entitled After Strange Gods.)

l
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What I mean by tradition involves
all those habitual actions, habits and
customs, from the most significant
religious rite to our conventional
way of greeting a stranger, which
represent the blood kinship of "the
same people living in the same place."
It involves a good deal which can
be called taboo.
A tradition is ... a way of feeling
and acting which characterizes a
group throughout generations; and
... it must largely be, or ... many
of the elements in it must be, unconscious. . . . Tradition may be
conceived as a by-product of right
living, not to be aimed at directly.
. . . [It] is the means by which the
vitality of the past enriches the life
of the present.
It is on the basis of this notion
of tradition that Eliot makes some
interesting remarks which may be
regarded as roots of his thought
on "Regions."
No one, surely, can cross the Potomac
for the first time without being struck
by differences [between New England
and Virginia] so great that their extinction could only mean the death
of both cultures .... [To cross from
New England and New York] into
Virginia is as definite an experience
as to cross from England to Wales.
He then points out the conditions which foster a characteristic
culture in a certain region. These
conditions include stability, which
requires that the bulk of the population is "so well off . . . that it
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has no incentive or pressure to
move about"; a homogeneous population; unity of religious background; "a proper balance between urban and rural, industrial
and agricultural development"; a
certain amount of intolerance;
and, of course, the presence of
local patriotism. The idea of unity
and diversity appears when Eliot
declares that the concept of the
nation is "only one fluctuating
circle of loyalties between the
centre of the family and the local
community, and the periphery of
humanity entire."
Unity and diversity is also an
important element in Eliot's
thought on religion. The first definite application of this idea to
this subject appeared in Thoughts
After Lambeth (1931), an essay
criticizing the Report of the Lambeth Conference of 300 bishops of
the Anglican Church for its positions on birth control and youth,
and complimenting it for its consideration of union of churches.
Eliot grants immediately that there
are religious divisions within the
Anglican Church, but he says that
"the differences within the Church
are healthy differences within a
living body" and that it is this
tension which "qualifies the
Church of England for assuming
the initiative toward Reunion"
(with the Eastern Church [Constantinople], the Baltic Church
[Upsala], and the Methodists in
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England). He does not advocate
a Universal Church, to be sure,
but in this p ap er he is certainly
receptive towards the idea. The
idea of reunion is the theme of
the opening address to the AngloCatholic Summer School of Sociology in 1933, in which Eliot
suggests an aim for the future.
Any programme that a Catholic can
envisage must aim at the conversion
of the whole world. The only positive unification of the world, we believe, is religious unification; by
which we do not mean simply universal submission to one world-wide
ecclesiastical hierarchy, but cultural
unity in religion-which is not the
same thing as cultural uniformity.

It is apparent that by Catholics
Eliot means Roman Catholics and
Anglo-Catholics. Though he seems
to hedge a bit about hierarchy,
Eliot's hope for reunion is here
tied to the idea of the Universal
Church. This is one facet of Eliot's
theory of culture which undergoes
a considerable shift. In The D efinition of Culture Eliot concerns
himself more with the dangers of
reunion than with the possible
aavantages he might have seen in
1g31 and 1933. It is true that he
still advocates a Universal Church
in the sense that "Christendom
should be one," but he will offer
no suggestion for the form of organization and the locus of powers.
H e is interested in the expression

of Christianity by the region and
by the social class.
These ideas on "Regions" and
"Religion" are characteristic roots
of the theory of culture that appear during the second decade of
the prose. The concept of unity
and diversity is an addition to the
roots that appeared in the first
decade. This concept and the new
definition of tradition, together
with the thought on the unity of
Christian Europe, appear in papers which combine sociology and
literary criticism, or sociology and
religion. From this evidence it
seems fair to conclude that a
shift in Eliot's interest might occur.
Besides consideration of the
roots, another way of looking at
the development of Eliot's theory
is to ask: "What are the ideas he
opposes?" It seems to us that a
simple answer might be "Eliot
opposes the ideas of the Planners,
all kinds of planners." He objects
to the ideas of rationalists, secularists, socialists, and Liberals. The
villains of the first decade are
Bertrand Russell, Bernard Shaw,
and H. G. Wells. Their villainy
persists in the second decade, in
which period they are joined by
Aldous and Julian Huxley, Harold J. Laski, and Josiah Stamp.
And perhaps it is worth mentioning, too, that the science which
receives venom now and then is
economics.

l
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taries" exhibit three qualitie~
Attitudes Towards Civilization
which
distinguish them sharply
in Decade Before World War II
from the formal essays. They exE TURN now to the story of
hibit a colloquial style, abundant
the development of Eliot's humor and sarcasm, and free and
interest in sociology in the 193o's.
undisguised expression of opinion.
Certainly the evidence is now
The third quality makes them
sufficient to claim that the poet particularly valuable for obtainis interested in sociology. But to
ing true indexes of Eliot's thought.
claim that this interest is developIn the "Commentaries" during
ing during the second decade to
the 193o's Eliot takes views of
the point that his writing about
British civilization which are first
the year 1940 (beginning of the humorous, then sarcastic, and then
third decade) shows clear and undismal. Worry for the future,
mistakable evidence of a shift of
along with the sentiment that the
interest from poetry to sociology
proposals of the Planners are deis a bolder assertion. The grounds
ficient, is evident throughout the
for this assertion are found in
decade. At various times Eliot
Eliot's attitudes towards civilizamakes fun of Shaw's socialism, distion during the 193o's, not in cusses sarcastically Laski's Introspecific ideas that are parallel to duction to Politics, looks at four
concepts in his theory of cultur~.
books on economics and finds
If the testimony of those atti- them inadequate, finds in a Times
tudes is significant, then it may editorial on the necessity of prebe maintained that The Definzserving a lost Papuan tribe from
tion of Culture is in part the fruit the ravages of civilization "a lack
of the root ideas presented here, of confidence in our civilization
in part the fruit of corollary ideas which is widespread and which
developed during the third decade
must be pretty recent in history,"
(the 194o's). Such a view elevates makes fun of planned population,
the book to the position of a landobjects to a plan to pro~ide the
mark in Eliot's career similar to
populace with verse-speakmg and
For Lancelot Andrewes and indrama and readings in prose, obcreases tremendously Eliot's stat- jects to a proposed bill intende?
ure as a sociologist.
to encourage performers and musiThese attitudes towards civili- cal organizations to visit. small
zation are displayed best in the towns, and finds "no hope m con"Commentaries" in The Criterion . temporary politics at all."
It may not be amiss to state at
Concomitant with such depresthis point that all the "Commen- sion runs the belief that the new
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science, sociology, turned into
Christian channels, may be able to
analyze the social, political, and
economic problems that beset the
world. (Political science and economics had failed.) The fundamental problem seemed to be one
of great tensions between the ideas
of freedom (development of individual liberty in terms of democracy and liberalism) and of
organization (development of
brotherhood close to the points
of Socialism or Fascism).
I consider that only Christian and
Catholic thought, operating in the
sphere of sociology, can save us from
these extremes which only create
worse confusion when they meet.

This is Eliot's first statement
of a platform (a word he would
deprecate), followed a half year
later by his review of a book whose
title may be taken as indicative
of the subject which takes over
first place in Eliot's thinking, the
Reverend V. A. Demant's God,
Man, and Society. In this review,
appearing in "A Commentary"
of January, 1934, he declares:
[The Christian social philosopher of
our time] must be able to consider
the ideas of class, of property, of
nationality not according to current
or local prejudices, but according to
permanent principles.

The source of these permanent
principles is indicated in his farewell article, "Last Words," in the

last issue (January, 1939) of Th e
Criterion, where he says:
For myself, a right political philosophy came more and more to imply
a right theology-and right economics
to depend upon right ethics.

..

I

This final issue of Th e Criterion
may be said to end the second
decade of the prose. In his "Last
Words" Eliot speaks of the decline of the cosmopolitanism for
which the magazine stood, the
depressing state of public affairs,
and the consequent disappearance
of the European mind, and the
low position of arts and letters.
The entire essay is the culmination of the depression that he had
expressed during the decade, this
time restricted to the area of arts
and letters.

Sharp Rise of Interest in
Sociology During the 1940's
third decade of Eliot's prose
one that we regard as
the sociological decade. The titles
of books, of chapters in books, of
magazine articles, and of book
reviews show a steadily maintained interest in sociology during
this period. Indicative are the
titles of pieces at the beginning.
In the space of a single year following the last Cri terion, Eliot
writes articles or letters to editors
which appear under the titles
"Liberal Manifesto," "A Sub-Pagan Society," and "Christian SoHE
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ciety." In 1939, Eliot publishes
The Idea of a Christian Society.
In 1940, Eliot reveals his interest
in the profound analysis of, and
the intricate application of, sociological principles, in a review
of Karl Mannheim's Man and
Society in an Age of Reconstruction.
The pattern is clear. When we
consider the titles of various other
papers during this third decade
and bear in mind the first exposition of the theory of culture in
magazine articles, we conclude
that The Definition of Culture is
the culmination of almost exactly
ten years' study in sociology.
The evidence in the prose suggests that the beginning of Eliot's
shift of interest from poetry and
literature to sociology occurred in
1939 and 1940. The testimony of
the attitudes toward civilization
in the 193o's indicates that Eliot
was greatly distressed by the
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"steady weakening of the social
bonds which hold men and nations in conventions of what we
call humanity." Pessimistic over
the whole course of civilization
during the double decade between
the end of World War I and the
beginning of World War II, Eliot
found in sociology the science
which enabled him to study the
weaknesses of the social situation.
In Christian principles he found
a moral aim and a courage which
he thought sociology could apply
to society. Then, after a study of
the crisis and its causes, he produced in The Definition of Culture what is essentially a statement
of the conditions upon which
civilization may continue.
Note: Any reader interested in the
documentation of this article-the precise sources of the ideas-may obtain
such information from THE CRESSET.
We have stored the volume-and-page
references and much quotable evidence
for the authors' assertions in our files.

A review should be an organ of documentation. . ..
The bound volumes of a decade should represent the
development of the keenest sensibility and the clearest
thought of ten years. Even a single number should .
illustrate ... the time.
T. S. ELIOT, "The Idea of a Literary Review,"
The Criterion (January, 1926)

The Threat of
American Shin to ism
By ERNEST B.

KoENKER

Administrators, regrets the establishment of private schools, particularly on the elementary level,
in areas which had previously
been served by a single public
school. The public school is for
him the great vehicle for democracy, providing at the same time
the minimizing of class distinction, fluidity in our social and
economic structures, and understanding between various segments of the population. A system
of strong private schools in conjunction with the public schools
would be destructive of the nation's best interests.

Digest of "America's True Religion," by Horace M. Kallen,
Saturday Review, July 28, 1951.
Dr. Kallen, professor of philosophy at the New School for Social
R esearch, New York City, holds
that secularism is America's true
religion . It is not irreligion, but
the antithesis to every clericalism
or totalitarianism which robs men
of freedom. One pole of true religi011. is the scientific method, which
is democracy in the realm of ideas;
science is ever-active in seeking
new and better solutions to problems. The other pole is democracy's way of living, which insures
man's liberty in the face of difference and potential conflicts.

• • • •

entered a period of ~
American history when the
lines between the defenders of
the religion of democracy and the
defenders of a vital Christianity
have become progressively more
clearly drawn. Since the founding '
of the Republic there have been
exponents of the new religion, but

W

• • • •
Digest of "Education: Engine
of Democracy," by James B. Conant, Saturday Review, May 3,
1952·
President Conant of Harvard
Universit y, speaking before the
American Association of School
22
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careful observers would probably
agree that some recent statements
have been especially unrestrained
,. and widely acclaimed. This secularized democratic faith-and we
are not discussing a democracy
harmonious with Christianity-is
rooted in an optimistic view of
human nature which sees man as
"" inherently good and rational; no
one believed more strongly in the
possibility of matching in the field
of human relations man's accomplishments in physical nature than
John De'Yey; no one has contributed more to democracy's true religion than John Dewey.
Where the trust in the latent
good will of the people is not
present, as in the most articulate
forerunner, Walt Whitman, there
is the complementary trust in democracy's arrangement of checks
and balances to restrain selfish interests and powers: "I do not put
it (democracy) on the ground that
the People, the masses, even the
best of them, are in their latent or
exhibited qualities essentially sensible and good, nor on the ground
~ of their rights; but that, good or
bad, rights or no rights, the democratic formula is the only safe
f and preservative one for coming
times."
However, the recent circumspect
and well-argued statements by
Professor Kallen and President
Conant should make us pause.
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They represent a growing and
significant point of view in our
society which threatens the very
basis of Christian thought and
life. If one seldom finds the position stated so forcefully one should
remember that the implications
of other statements might be no
less disconcerting. Mr. Kallen
criticizes Christians for their inability to agree on the meaning
of their term "God." He advises
that modern man turn from the
confused, amorphous what of traditional cults and dogmas to the
how of the scientific method:
When men bet their lives upon
this alternative enterprise of free,
open inquiry, whose springs are
curiosity, whose protection is doubt,
whose security is experiment, and
whose tools are the laboratory's works
and ways, they are taking science for
their religion. And in taking science
they also take democracy. For science
so understood is ~he democracy of
the realm of ideas; while democracy
is by intent and procedure intrinsically the method of science in the
association of men with one another.

Now as the scientific method is
democracy in the realm of ideas
so the new, free way of life is
democracy in public affairs:
Thus, as believers in science bet
their lives on a way of knowing so
believers in democracy bet their lives
on a way of living. This way assures
that human society is open society in
which the entire miscellany of man-
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kind may enter freely and live and
move and have their beings in safety,
all equally free to unite themselves
with their fellows or to abandon one
union and join another as their consciences direct, their needs prompt,
and their understandings guide. . . .
For the communicants of the democratic faith it is the religion of and
for religions, the faith in the way
of life, which keeps impartial peace
between them and assures to each
its liberty on equal terms with the
others.... Democracy as such a way
of life, science as such a way of
thought have so worked that belief
attributes to them powers of salvation from fear and want, from bondage to nature, to men, and to creeds,
which surpass all else that the present
knows or the past records .... The
religion of science and democracy is
no less a religion than any other;
the god of its devotions is invested
whh powers operationally no less
supernatural and no less subject to
being denatured into a sacred cow.
In certain respects, however, it is a
new species of the genus religion.
For, being the religion of religions,
all may freely come together in it,
each the peer of the others and equal
in rights and liberty.
In case someone should register
surprise upon hearing democracy
called the "religion of religions"
it should be pointed out that we
must grant Mr. Kallen's complete
right to employ the term thus.
The majority of people operate
with altogether too limited a conception of what religion is. We
shall use the term to designate

that to which a person gives his
devotion, on the basis of which
fundamental decisions are made.
As Mr. Kallen says, "There is not
a thing in the world upon which
the faith of some man or woman
at the breaking point may not fix
as a refuge and rock of salvation,
trustingly to perish by that fixation. Our times abound in such
commitments without reservation,
without compromise." Specific instances have been Nazism, Fascism,
Communism-and now we have
Democracy. Mussolini could say
of his cult of state worship: "Fascism, before being anything else, is
a religion." The Hitler Jugend
celebrated rites of a New Germany
beneath signs blazing in the night,
"We were born to die for Germany." Communism has all the
features of a highly-developed religion, a sacred book, secular savior, an eschatological goal of history. We are either too close to
the scene or too complacent to
appreciate the shock which Bishop
Hanns Lilje experienced when he
saw the religious symbolism of
the American flag in many American churches.
The answer which Christianity
gives to all these religions is that
each is an idolatry. Perhaps it can
be said that the greatest service
faith in God renders the Christian is to free him from devotions
to goods less than God. The fact
cannot be emphasized too strong-
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ly. Tertullian could claim freedom from the worship of a dissolute Emperor by serving a God
'" through whose power, he insisted,
the Emperor lived. Eighty-six year
old Polycarp of Smyrna could re" fuse to say the easy words "Kyrios
Caesar" because he could say "Kyrios Jesous." A common attitude
lit among early Christians was a profound thankfulness that they had
been redeemed from service to
idols through being called to the
service of God's Son. Men of Mr.
Kallen's convictions belong, perhaps, to a pre-Christian or Renaissance mentality which sees as its
highest good the workings of a
beneficent state; Socrates refused
to escape or evade his sentence
because he evidenced supreme
loyalty to the state-a limited
loyalty, to be sure, according to
Christian standards.
For the Christian all valueshigh as they may be, and high
as the values in democratic processes admittedly are-cannot claim
the ultimate devotion of man so
long as a God guides the events
lr of history. And in spite of Mr.
Kallen's assertions regarding the
differences and a~biguities Involved in the word "God" it does
not settle the problem to do as
the logical positivists and say that
it has no meaning or significance.
~ You have a right to ask, or be
asked, precisely what the term
means to you, and then a further
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question involves whether there
IS a referent answering to the
definition given. The very multiplicity of answers-and they are
not so diverse in historic Christianity as their verbal forms might
lead one to believe-does not militate against the existence of a
thing. As far as this argument is
concerned, one could direct it
equally well against the highly
ambiguous terms Mr. Kallen uses:
secularism, which means something different with each writer,
cleric or "free"; democracy, which
may be a cloak for self-interest,
a political system, or a "way of
life"; the scientific method, which
Mr. Conant has pointed out in his
Science and Common Sense is not
a method but many different
methods according to the science
under consideration.
The new religion of democracy
has ramifications which extend to
a number of areas and help to
clarify the distinctive character of
the movement as well as its deviations from the status quo and
traditional Christian patterns. One
will not be surprised to find that
those who exalt the state-consciousness today emphasize the principle
of separation between church and
state, or rather it is for them, as
John Dewey once represented their
position, only falsely termed separation and is actually subordination of churches to the state. The
welfare of society as a whole is of
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far greater importance than the
welfare of a particular group. Mr.
Kallen follows his "truest, most
learned and most influential" living philosopher on the point, and
in so doing outstrips the legal
theorists on the Supreme Court.
He states that "most free countries" have "sought the completest
possible separation between church
and state." And further, "In the
United States it was early recognized that only the complete separation of church and state could
ensure the equality of different
churches in freedom . . ." However, as recently as May of this
year the Supreme Court approved
in a six to three decision released
time instruction when this is done
outside the public school. Associate Justice William 0. Douglas
in writing the majority opinion
stated that the Constitution "does
not say that in every and all respects there shall be a separation
of church and state. Rather it
studiously defines the manner, the
specific ways in which there shall
be no concert or union or dependency one on the other. ... That
is the common sense of the matter.
Otherwise the state and religion
would be aliens to each otherhostile, suspicious and even unfriendly. We find no constitutional
requirement which makes it necessary for government to be hostile
to religion and to throw its weight
against efforts to widen the effec-

tive scope or religious influence."
When, however, by "religion"
one understands a Shintoist exaltation of the state one should not •
expect provisions for the state to
enter into any sort of working
agreement with "outworn" reli- 1
gions; these impede rather than
promote the common good. And
anything other than the public schools-private or church-related
schools-destroy what President
Conant emphasizes as "democratic unity." When the purposes of
the state are the supreme ends in
one's devotion, then knowledge of
God and ways of serving Him
constitute divisive factors calling
for educational implementation.
When the divisions within a society involve political, economic,
vocational, or even cultural differences the actual, public schooling in democracy can mold these
into a unified society or state.
No separative schools should be
permitted, however, which would
further cultivate existing divisions.
Not even, or perhaps least, should
Christian faith in God be permitted to form the unifying prin- "
ciple of elementary, secondary, or
university edl.lCation. Here, again,
we see the modern omni-competent
state challenging the rights of
parents to send their children to
schools which serve other than
state interests.
~
We are certainly not attacking
the precious possession of America

July 1952
in her public school system. But
the "moral and spiritual values"
cultivated by these schools are
in many instances, as Dr. Conant's
article suggests, plainly Fascist or
Shintoist. The procedures of democracy can just as easily be tied
in with a blind devotion as can
Fascist or Communist values. Dr.
Conant indicates that his mentor,
too, in these matters was Professor
Dewey, who spelled out the religious, unifying influence of the
public school as follows:
They are promoting the social
unity out of which in the end genuine religious unity must grow. . . .
In such dim, blind, but effective way
the American people is conscious that
its schools serve best the cause of
religion in serving the cause of social
unification; and that under certain
conditions schools are more religious
in substance and in promise without
any of the conventional badges and
machinery of religious instruction
than they could be in cultivating
these .forms at the expense of ~he
state-consciousness. (Intelligence in
the Modern World, pp. 713-714.)

;
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In Dewey's understanding there
is no value to religion except in
so far as it expresses the fundamental unities of life. The value
of religion is sincerely desired, but
the unintelligible dogmas must
be left behind. The processes of
the democratic system provide a
much more enlightened and meaningful content than divisive dog-
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mas, and their religious character
achieves the same vital unifying
force.
There are other aspects of modern life which receive distinctive
treatment in relation to this religious world-view. For example,
representatives of this group show
themselves most willing to accept
Blanshard's one-sided and distorted attitude toward the Roman
Catholic Church and religious
liberty in America (cf. Saturday
Review, July 30, '49). But more
significant is the manner in which
one representative, Mr. Kallen,
ties in U.M.T. with the democratic faith. The issue does not rest
on the desirability of U.M.T. in
the case of national emergency.
Rather the case is based on the
integral character of the discipline
involved in skill at arms with the
structure of general education and
a free society. Never, however, is
the precise manner in which military training contributes to the
education of a free, democratic
individual delineated. But it contributes to the development of the
"American Idea." It is · suggested
that the training begin long before the actual period of service:
What youth learns should build
up in it a free understanding of The
American Idea and a fighting faith
in it and should channel these in
the bodily and mechanical skills
whose performance composes the acts
of that faith. Military training and
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service could be led up to, from
the sixth or seventh grade of the elementary school, by means of progressive exercises of the whole person
in problems of health, history, geography, mathematics, sportsmanship
and other relevant subjects of general
education, under a steadily deepened
religious consciousness of the American Idea, which comprises the articles of faith of the religion of democracy. (Ethics, Oct., 1951.)
The reader will appreciate that
the issues of public and private
school education and military
training are integral to the question of the democratic faith. Any
widespread religious movement
must seize the imagination and
devotion of the young, and democracy's religion has made considerable strides in this direction.
Much more could and should
be said regarding democracy's new
religion. It would be desirable,

for example, that someone examine just what is being done at
present in the nation's schools to
implement the above program.
The cultic expressions of the faith,
the appeals to Washington, Lincoln, the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, etc.,
should be delineated on philosophical and historical grounds.
The role which the American
private school has played in promoting the moral and spiritual
values on which democracy depends deserves much greater attention and appreciation. We have
fought, and are fighting, such destructive wars against similar religions-Nazism, Fascism, Communism, Shintoism-that we would
hardly think a war must be waged
at home against a force which is
rising-from fear, false power, or
sheer loss of values-American
Shintoism.

The old religionists tortured men physically for a
moral truth; the new realists torture men morally for a
physical truth.
GILBERT KEITH CHESTERTON

•

. America's True
Source of Blessing
By RoY E.

STOLL

lfNDISCRIMINATE use Of generaliin preparation for the advent of
Jl ties leads to error and general a spiritual kingdom.
confusion-especially in the realm
Yet, before we crucify the Jews
of the spiritual, where we deal for their classic error, let us acwith the absolute and eternal rath- quaint ourselves with the current
....
er than the mutatious and tran- counterpart of that error in Amersitory. An excellent illustration of . ica today. There are too many
this point is the confusion in the Americans who glibly assert that
Jewish mind concerning the true America is a Christian nationessence of Israel. Many a Jew which in reality is as far from the
inadvisedly presupposed that the truth as the moon is from the
nation of Israel en masse consti- earth. We must realize that with
tuted the Israel of God's elect the introduction of the term
people, and in practice as well as Christ or Christian we have placed
in theory contrived to homogen- ourselves in the realm of the spiritize these distinctly heterodox en- ual where generalities are taboo.
tities. The consequence was fatal. It is one thing to say that AmerThe masses of the nation were ica is a Christian nation and quite
distracted to the circumcision of another thing to say that there
the flesh-nationalism and politi- are Christians in America. The
cal zealotry. As a result, when the former is as deceptively impracpromised Messiah came to gather tical as it is acutely desirable; the
His people together, He found latter is as fundamental to all
any number of men who were practicality as it is absolutely true.
Under David the kingdom of
willing to follow Him in rebellion
against Rome-but a scant few Israel enjoyed the golden age of
who had circumcised their hearts her history, but David had not

29

30

The CRESSET

become so flushed with success
that he lacked the humility to
comprehend the reason for his
success-as is clearly stated in the
book of Samuel. ... "David perceived that the Lord had established him king over Israel and
that he had exalted his kingdom
for his people Israel's sake." The
kingdom was not blessed for the
sake of the kingdom. It was blessed
for the sake of the people-the
people Israel who believed in God
and incidentally happened to reside within the boundaries of that
kingdom. In a similar way God
blessed Egypt for Joseph's sake.
Likewise God would have blessed
even Sodom and Gomorrah, had
he found ten just men within
their walls.
I do not believe that I am overly
presumptuous in speaking for God
when I say that God would like
to have the American people reach
the same level of humility as
David-to understand and profess
that America's blessings are due
to America's Christians, not America's Christianity. But, unfortunately, the masses in America,
and many Christians included, begin with this false hypothesis of
America's Christianity, and, because error can only give birth
to error, they amass such fantastic
deductions as these:
1. God has blessed America because she adheres to the democratic principle-as though Chris-

tianity and democracy were synonymous. Lest we become puffed
up with vain conceit let us recall
that on sundry occasions God has
laid an indiscriminate hand of
blessing on despotism, oligarchy,
democracy, and communism alike
-dependent entirely upon the geographic location of faithful believers at a given time and not
because of political dogma. In fact,
God has bluntly advised us to ..._
concern ourselves with His kingdom and the dogma of His righteousness and to leave to His equitable hands the constitution or
deconstitution of the authority of
such notables as Sennacherib, Hitler, and Stalin.
2 . God is blessing America for
her charity in sending food, capital, and implements of both peace
and war for the rehabilitation of
Europe and Japan. If America's
Christian indoctrination were as
great as her boasting, she would
realize that all divine blessings
come by grace through faith and
not by reason of works, however
noble they may be.
3· America is blessed among nations because she is striving for
world peace. If America were
basically Christian, she would realize that God is much more concerned with the peace of the soul
than the peace of the world-that
the dissemination of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ will incline the
hearts of men toward peace with

.
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greater rapidity and efficiency than
the rearmament of Europe or the
police action in Korea. Because
we are more pagan than Christian
and because we trust in ourselves
.. and not in God, it has never occurred to us to send more ministers of the Gospel and fewer ministers of State. If you consider me
trite, read in your Bible how God
turned the heart of the entire city
.,. of Nineveh through the preaching of one prophet-Jonah. But,
like Jonah, we don't think it's possible, and, if God should do it
today in front of our very noses,
perhaps some would also sit under
the juniper tree and pout.
Many in America would have
us believe that such false reasoning, if endlessly dinned into our
ears by AM, FM, and TV, will
assure us of God's continued blessing into the future. A similar conviction held its hypnotic sway in
the head of many a J ew as a Roman sword severed it from the
body 63 years after Christ's rejection and death. When God
judges the nations, will America
be left standing? Can all of our
grandeur atone for any of our
shame-graft in Washington, narcotics in the high schools, divorce
in the home, and vice on the
street? Judah and Israel were consumed for less. It is by the Lord's
mercy that we have not been consumed yet.
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I am not expounding on these
points for the purpose of undermining the government or quenching the Christian's zeal for his
country-but rather to emphasize
the absolute necessity of a greater
confidence and love toward God,
thereby adding strength and purpose to our patriotic fervor. True
love of country is of a solicitous
nature-one that discards rose colored glasses to study her failings
as well as her glories. Rather
than deceive ourselves, let us adopt
David's point of view-not that
the whole nation is deservingly
Christian, but that for the sake
of the part that is Christian, God
has graciously blessed the whole.
I would speak especially to the
youth of Christendom, America's
source of blessing, that you might
be aware of what God has done
for your fathers and still can do
for you.
At present you are preparing
for leadership in the nation. As
you now give attention to your
development in temporal affairs,
you must also realize the extreme
priority of your spiritual callingwhich is an eternal one-that regardless of your future life's occupation-whether teaching philosophy or digging ditches-your
life is Christ's and not your own.
In due time God will set you as
watchmen upon the walls of the
nation, and perhaps of the world,
never to keep silence by day or
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night, but as lively stones by a
daily Christ-centered existence
demonstrate the glory of Him who
called you out of darkness into
light. You are God's chosen
prophets who are to speak to the
heart of the American peoplenot primarily of the blessings of
democracy, but of the blessings of
the Gospel-not so much of the
desirability of political freedom,
but of the absolute necessity of
freedom from sin, death, and hell
-not extensively of free enterprise, but unceasingly of the free
unearned gift of salvation-not optimistically of peace among nations, but practically and zealously of peace with God through
Christ and peaceful Christian living-which are the two prerequisites to the solution of the world's
family troubles. We are in America to point the way to God's king-

dom and its righteousness. Let
America hear our voices; then let
America learn to trust in God and
not in herself. Then let America
prove that God on His part will
make equitable disposition of her
physical requirements.
For some 200 years God has
given strength and vitality to
America-not for America's sake,
but for the sake of His people.
For their sake God will continue
to bless America for some time
to come-that is, for as long as
God sees fit to use America for
the good of their souls. Be aware
of what God can and will do for
your sakes, who believe. Let America continue to cry, "In God we
trust," but let that cry begin to
ring with a clearer and truer note.
And that will be accomplished,
not by the acts of Congress, but
by the acts of the apostles-You!

Many a man that can't direct you to the corner
drugstore will get a respectful hearing when age has
further impaired his mind.
FINLEY PETER DUNNE
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Letter from

Xanadu,
Nebraska
Dear Editor:
ELL, we were all set to start
work on the gymnasiumprayer chapel but now we have
another fight on our hands and
it looks like we won't get started
until a few things are cleared up.
The argument is over who is
supposed to be in charge of the
whole project and who is supposed to do what. I claim that the
building committee is supposed to
see the whole thing through until
the building is ready for use. But
the trustees claim that, as custodians of all church property,
they ought to be in charge. The
church council, though, wants to
take charge and the treasurer
wants full control over all expenditures of money and Zeitgeist
has his oar in and last night even
the Vorstehers had a meeting and
voted to require that all plans be
submitted to them for approval.
Meanwhile there is considerable
sentiment in the congregation for
weekly meetings of the voters' as-
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sembly to check on all of the work
as it progresses.
I don't know. About eight years
ago I was secretary-treasurer of
the state implement dealers' association and I handled all of the
funds of the organization without
anybody ever suspicioning me of
trying to abscond with the funds.
But here in my own congregation
I'd be afraid to count the collection without having two witnesses
present to testify that I didn't
stuff the pennies into my pockets.
I've often wondered why congregations operate this way but
from all I hear this is not an
unusual thing at all. Tom Lautmund is on the board of parish
education over at Alph River
Junction and he says he has the
same trouble. Tom has been mayor
three terms and he has a master's
degree in elementary education
but he says that he feels like an
idiot every time he gets up to report for the board. Some of the
members think he is trying to run
the school and some of the members think the principal is running
the board and everybody suspects
that he doctors his reports, but
he's been on the board for seven
years because nobody else will
take the job.
Well, that's all beside the point.
What bothers me in the situation
we have here is that I think if
we're going to do a building job
we ought to do it right and I
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don't think that the preacher or
any of these boards that are trying
to horn into the picture would
know how to do the job as it
ought to be done. Take the trustees, for instance. Individually
they're good guys but as a board
they are about the weakest we
have had in as long as I can
remember. Fritz Weissnicht is senior trustee and I've suspected more
than once that he doesn't know
a whole lot and tells the congregation only about half of what he
knows. And as for giving the treasurer power to pass on all expenditures-well, the way he keeps
his books now would give an auditor a hemorrhage and I can
just imagine him trying to take
on this extra work besides. The
truth is that we need a whole
turn-over in congregational officers so that we can get some officers who know what they're doing.
And until we get them I'm going
to hold out for our committee.
We at least have been with this
thing from the start and we will
get things done. And the way I
see it, this is one of those times
when the idea is to get the job
going and over with and then take
time for explanations. What the
heck does the average congregation member know about building
a gymnasium-prayer chapel anyway?
Of course, we still have to settle
that matter I wrote you about a

couple of months ago. Zeitgeist
can be as stubborn as a mule
when he wants to be, and he sure
wants to be on this business of
laying out the prayer chapel. He
is bound and determined not to
have any statues in it and he insists on a curtain hanging behind
the altar. And the way it looks
he is going to get what he wants.
The young crowd is all for him
and, like I told you, most of the
older crowd will grumble but
when it comes to a vote they will
do what the preacher wants. The
:r:eal trouble is that only a few
of us care much about the chapel,
anyway. Most of the congregation
is interested in the gymnasium
and there has even been some
talk of forgetting about the chapel
and redesigning the building simply as a gymnasium. Maybe it
would be just as well. If we're
going to build a chapel that looks
like a barn, we might just as well
not build any at all. At least those
are my sentiments.
Yours, etc.,
G. G.
P.S. Mrs. G. would like to have
a confidential opinion from one
of the preachers on your staff on
whether it is or is not immoral
for a preacher's wife to wear playsuits when she works in the garden. This particular preacher's
wife is only 32 years old.
G. G.

A}{D MUSIC MAKE RS
Music Bows to Ancient Greece
By WALTER A. HANSEN
paper was read
T on following
May J, I952, at the tenth
HE

annual meeting of the Indiana
Classical College Teachers Association at St. joseph's College,
Collegeville, Indiana.
~ "Oft in the stilly night, ere
• . slumber's chains have bound
me," I begin to wonder what would
happen if some agile-brained citizen of fifth-century Athens could
be raised up from the dead to
attend a performance of the oneact opera which the late Richard
Strauss based on Sophocles' Electra.
Our Athenian, filled to the
brim with the culture that characterized the age of Pericles, would,
in all likelihood, scratch his head
in bewilderment. He would stare
in wild-eyed amazement. He would
prick up his ears in consternation. He would pinch himself to
find out whether he had actually
come alive.
In addition to the scenery, the
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costumes, the singing, and the
stage-action, our friend from
Athens of old would see and hear
an orchestra made up of eight
first, eight second, and eight third
violins; six first, six second, and
six third violas; six first and six
second 'cellos; eight double-basses;
three flutes; piccolo; three oboes;
English horn; heckelphone; E flat
clarinet; four B flat clarinets; two
basset horns; bass clarinet; three
bassoons; contrabassoon; eight
horns; six trumpets; two tubas in
F; bass trumpet; three trombones;
contrabass tuba; contrabass trombone; kettledrums; glockenspiel;
triangle; tambourine; snare drum;
whip; cymbals; bass drum; tamtam; celesta; and two harps.
Our amazed and bewildered
companion, who walked the earth
when the nimble-witted Sophocles
was alive, would need time to adjust his eyes and his ears-in fact,
his entire mental mechanism-to
what he sees and hears. But the
tragedy of Electra-even as retold
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by Hugo von Hofmannsthalwould soon bring to his memory
the story as he had often seen it
enacted when he lived, moved,
and had his being in Greece approximately five centuries before
the birth of Christ.
Our enlightened Athenian
would, I believe, be inclined to
be tolerant in spite of all his bewilderment. Gradually his tolerance would give way to commendation; for not even the many
complexities of Strauss's score
could for long conceal from him
the fact - that the music of our
day harks back, in more than one
respect, to the tonal art as it was
cultivated and developed among
the Hellenes of old.
But let us assume, for the sake
of argumen~, that our friend from
fifth-century Athens is intolerant
at first and a bit recalcitrant in his
outlook. Let us suppose that he
recalls a scene in a comedy written
by a fellow-citizen of his named
Pherecrates-a scene in which music treads the boards in rags as
a thoroughly bedraggled, dejected,
and down-trodden woman who
complains that the Athenians have
lost respect for her and that the
composers of her time have been
abusing her unmercifully by
means of their new-fangled melodies and their complicated meters.
Let us imagine that our Athenian
remembers the strictures which the
conservatives of his era hurled

against the choruses written by
Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides. Even then he, agile-brained
Athenian that he is, would concede that the music of our age,
full though it is of many and
manifold innovations, has points
of contact with the music of his
time, just as the new things that
came into being while he was
alive had something in common
with things that were hallowed
by time and custom.
Our friend would tell us that
Timotheus of Miletus was another
trail-blazer among the Greek composers of the fifth century. "Timotheus," he would say, "increased
the number of the strings on the
lyre to eleven, made many experiments in various styles and forms,
and was roundly denounced by
the conservatives. But Euripides,
the great tragedian, gave encouragement and comfort to Timotheus and declared that one clay
all Greece would pay him homage.
Euripides was right."
Pythagoras the Inventor
b Let us take our resurrected
tJ Athenian to a recital presented
by one of the famous pianists of
our time. He would stare at the
piano in open-mouthed amazement. He would listen with rapt
eagerness. Then, after devoting
some thought to the instrument
and its sound, he would tell us
that one has more than a little
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right to conclude that a philosopher named Pythagoras was the
inventor of the piano. "One day,"
he would declare, "Pythagoras
chanced to be walking past a
blacksmith's shop. The philosopher took note of the regular
musical intervals of the sounds
that were made when the blacksmith's hammers struck the anvil.
He decided to investigate. Then
he discovered that the hammers
were of varying weights, and,
philosopher that he was, he
reached the conclusion that tones
and their pitch are determined
by numerical ratios. Pythagoras
took two strings of the same thickness and tension. If one of these
strings was twice as long as the
other, he had the interval of an
octave when he plucked them.
Proceeding in accordance with
mathematical calculations, he was
able, by changing the length of
the strings, to produce fourths and
fifths. The curriculum of Pythagoras' school at Crotona comprised
geometry, arithmetic, astronomy,
and music,
"My countrymen," our Athenian friend could continue, "even
made an instrument similar to
the bagpipe you know. They did
so by attaching an aulos [flute]
to a distensible bag."
If we should happen to tell the
resurrected Athenian that the pianist whose recital he was attending received a large fee, he would
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say, "I know of a Greek musician
named Amoebus who received a
talent [$6,ooo] every time he performed in public."
I do not propose to discuss the
technical and mechanical aspects
of the music of the Hellenes. But
I shall attempt to point out,
sketchily and in brief, that the
tonal art as cultivated and enlarged during the centuries that
have followed the age of Pericles
has abundant reason to bow in
appreciation and in gratitude to
Hellas of old.
Naturally, it would be necessary
for us to tell our friend from ancient Athens that the word "orchestra," as we use it today, means
something entirely different from
what the term connoted when he
was alive. Then he would recall
that even in his day there wa~
something similar to what we call
an orchestra. He would remembe1
that when he was alive a man
playing the lyra or the kithara
would sometimes join forces with
one performing on the aulos to
accompany the recitation or the
singing of poetry.
Instrumental music, as a separate entity, was not cultivated
among the Greeks as it came to
be cultivated in later ages.
Our friend from fifth-centurv
Athens would recognize the co~
bination of lyra or kithara and
aulos as an orchestra in one of
its embryonic stages. Then we
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could inform him that, a few
hundred years after his death, the
worldly-wise and sharp-eared Roman poet whose name was Horace
inveighed against the mingling of
the sounds of the lyra and the
aulos-just as in our day many
lash out against what they call
the cacophony produced by Arnold Schonberg, Alban Berg, and
more than one jazz band.
But our Athenian would note
that in the twentieth century A.D.
the dance, which, in his time, was
closely linked with music and
poetry, has not, and could not
have, abandoned the helpmate
without whom its existence would
be unthinkable. And the dance,
he would remind us, is related
to meter and rhythm by the closest
blood-kinship.
The ancient Greeks placed far
more emphasis on vocal music
than on instrumental music. According to common custom among
the Hellenes, instruments were to
serve as adjuncts to the human
voice. Only words, they thought,
could, by and large, impart to the
tonal art its most meaningful character. But we dare not forget that,
for the sake of discipline and

morale, the Lacedaemonian soldiers-pawns on a totalitarian
chessboard-advanced into battle
to the tones of the aulos and that
the players of this instrument were
distributed at strategic points
among their ranks. The auloi gave
the signal for attack by intoning
the Castor-song.
Plato, in his Republic, set great
store by music. He considered it
a necessary ingredient in the education of the citizens of his ideal
state. A grounding in the tonal
art, he declared, must precede the
equally important cultivation of
gymnastics.
It would be our duty to inform
our resurrected friend from ancient Athens that two wonderful
developments, harmony and
counterpoint, have come into
being since he walked the earth.
Although "harmony" is a Greek
word, the Greeks of old did not
have this development-this engrossing and highly useful resource-in their music. But is it
actually true that what we know
as counterpoint-or polyphony, to
use another word of Greek origin
-was altogether unknown to the
Hellenes?

[TO BE CONCLUDED)
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Source (No. 2 from Annees de
Pe lerinage. First Year. Switzerland),
and Hungarian Rhapsody No. 6,
by Franz Liszt. Vladimir Horowitz,
pianist.-Here Horowitz appears
both as a poet of the piano and
as a past master of pyrotechnical
display. 45 rpm. RCA Victor WDMu65.

TREASURY OF HARPSICHORD Music.

Prelude, Fugue, and Allegro in E
Flat and Fantasia in C Minor, by
Johann Sebastian Bach; Sonata in
D Major (Longo 4I8) and Sonata
in D Minor (Longo 423), by Domenico Scarlatti; Sarabande in D
Minor, by Jacques Champion de
Ghambonnieres; La Dauphine, by
Jean-Philippe Rameau; Les Barricades Mysterieuses and L' Arlequine,
by Francois Couperin le Grand;
Ground in C Minor, by Henry
Purcell; The Nightingale, anonymous; Air and Doubles (The Harmonious Blacksmith), by Georg
Frideric Handel; Rondo in D
Major (K. 485), Rondo alla Turca,
from Sonata in A Major (K. 3JI),
and Minuet in D Major, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart; Concerto
in D Major, by Johann Sebastian
Bach after Antonio Vivaldi. Wanda Landowska, harpsichordist.Masterful playing by one of the
greatest musicians of the present
time. 45 rpm. RCA Victor WDMu8I.

A

BosTON PoPs PROGRAM. Capriccio
Espagnole, Op. 34, by Nicolas
Rimsky-Korsakoff; Marche Slave,
Op. p, by Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky; Fingal's Cave Overture, Op.
26, by Felix Mendelssohn. The
Boston "Pops" Orchestra under
Arthur Fiedler.-Graphic performances. 45 rpm. RCA Victor WDMr647·

Two GRAND. Lover, by Hart-Rodgers;
The Song Is You, by Hammerstein
II-Kern; In the Still of the Night,
by Cole Porter; The Continental,
by Magidson-Conrad; Falling in
Love With Love, by Hart-Rodgers;
Brazil, by Russell-Barroso; They
Didn't Believe Me, by ReynoldsKern; That Old Black Magic, by
Mercer-Arlen. Arthur Whittemore
and Jack Lowe, duo-pianists, with
the RCA Victor Orchestra under
Victor Alessandro.-Excellent playing. This album is bound to be a

Sonata in
B Flat Minor, Op. 35· Vladimir

FREDERIC FRANCOIS CHoPIN .
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best seller. 45 rpm. RCA Victor
WDM-1648.
A CAVALCADE oF MusiCAL CoMEDY.
If You Were the Only Girl in the
World, from the film The Vagabond Loverj More Than You
Know, from Vincent Youman's
Great Dayj If There Is Someone
Lovelier Than You, from Revenge
With Music, by Arthur Schwartz;
I Get a Kick Out of You, from
Anything Goes, by Cole Porter;
You and the Night and the Music,
from Revenge With Music, by
Schwartz; I'm in the Mood for
Love, from the Walter Wanger production Every Night at Eightj just
One of Those Things, from Jubilee,
by Cole Porter; If I Loved You,
{rom Carousel, by Richard Rodgers.
Rise Stevens, soprano, and Robert
Merrill, baritone, with the RCA
Victor Orchestra and Chorus under
Ted Dale.-In this album we have
what Abel Green, editor of Variety,
calls "a judicious middle-of-the-road
interpretation of the passing show
business." 45 rpm. RCA Victor
WDM-1536.

Batti, from Don Giovanni, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart; My Johann,
a transcription of one of Edvard
Grieg's Norwegian Dances, with
words by Adele Epstein; Gavotte
in D, by David Popper, words by
Adele Epstein; One Kiss, from Sig·
mund Romberg's The New Moonj
Comin' Through the Rye, old
Scotch air; Smilin' Through, by
Arthur Penn. Margaret Truman,
soprano, with the RCA Victor Or·
chestra under Arthur Fiedler.Margaret's artistry leaves much to
be desired. The best word I can
find for her voice is "pretty." But
Margaret is the daughter of the
President of the United States. Unfortunately this fact has catapulted
her into fame far greater than her
ability as a singer. She needs a
goodly amount of ear-training. 45
rpm. RCA Victor WDM-1616.
NICOLAS RIMSKY·KORSAKOFF. Capric·
cio Espagnole, op. 34· PETER ILYICH
TCHAIKOVSKY. Marche Slave, op.
)I. The Philharmonia Orchestra of
London under Wilhelm Schuechter.
-Admirable readings. 33·1 f 3 rpm.
M-G·M E138.

MAURICE RAVEL. Quartet in F. The
Paganini String Quartet.-A lucid
and gripping performance of this
fine work. As an encore the quar·
tet plays the fourth movement of
Joseph Haydn's Quartet No. 7r,
in E Flat Major, Op. 33, No. 2
(The joke). 45 rpm. RCA Victor
WDM-1645.

GIOACCHINO RosSINI. Overture to William Tell. Ballet Music from Wil·
liam Tell. Overture to Il Signor
Bruschino. The Royal Opera House
Orchestra of Covent Garden, Lon·
don, under Warwicke Braithwaite.
-Here, too, the playing is admir·
able. 33·1/3 rpm. M-G-M E14g.

A MARGARET TRUMAN PROGRAM. Les
Filles de Cadiz, by Leo Delibes;
Coppelia Waltz, by Delibes (words
by Charlotte H. Coursen); Batti,

GEORGES ENESCO. Roumanian Rhapsody No. 2, in D Major. The Orchestre des Concerts Colonne under
the composer. BEDRICH SMETANA.

..
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The Moldau. The Austrian Symphony Orchestra under George
Singer.- Enesco must be numbered
among the greatest musicians of
our time. Th e Moldau is a work
of enduring beauty. Both performances are excellent. 33-1 / 3 rpm.
Remington R-149·52.
Blue
Danube Waltz, Op. p4, and Tales
From the Vienna Woods, Op. J25·
The Philadelphia Orohestra under
Eugene Ormandy.-1 have never
heard a conductor present the
Strauss waltzes with greater effectiveness than Ormandy. 33-1/ 3 rpm.
Columbia AAL-13.

JoHANN STRAUSS THE YouNGER.

Toccata and
Fugue in D Minor, Concerto in
D Minor After Vivaldi, Fugue in
C Major (Fanfare), Fugue in G
Minor (Little), and Passacaglia and
Fugue in C M inor. E. Power Biggs,
organist. Recorded in Symphony
Hall, Boston.- This is the third
volume of the series titled Bach's
Royal Instrument. Biggs plays with
sterling artistry. The recording is
superb. 33-1/ 3 rpm. Columbia ML4500.

JoHANN SEBASTIAN BACH.

The
M on ths. Transcribed for piano and

PETER !LYICH TCHAIKOVSKY.
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orchestra by Morton Gould. Played
by Gould and his orchestra.- Tchaikovsky wrote The Months in 1875
-one piece per month-for a magazine called The Nuvellist. For the
most part, they are hack work.
But Morton Gould, who is a wizard
in the field of orchestration, has
made transc;iptions that are far
better than the originals. 33-1/3
rpm. Columbia ML-4487.

Symphony No. 8,
in E Major (Symphony of a Thousand). Hermann Scherchen, con·
ducting the Vienna Symphony Orchestra, the Vienna Kammerchor,
the Vienna Singakademie, and the
Vienna Siingerknaben. The soloists
are Elsa Maria Matheis, soprano,
in two roles; Daniza Ilitssh, soprano; Rosette Anday, alto; Georgine Milinkovic, alto; Erich Majkut,
tenor; Georg Oeggl, baritone; Hugo
Wiener, bass.-Scherchen, the famous German conductor, gives a
magnificent reading of this colossal
work-a work based on the ninthcentury Latin hymn Veni, Creator
Spiritus and on the final scenes in
Goethe's Faust. The recording was
made during a concert performance in Vienna. 33-1/3 rpm. Columbia SL-164.

GusTAV MAHLER.
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--------~·~~~------------·-------------------------what Churchill had that no other
BIOGRAPHY
WINSTON CHURCHILL
An Informal Study in Greatness
By Robert Lewis Taylor. New York.
Doubleday. 1952. 433 pages. $4.50.
OBERT LEWIS TAYLOR is fortunate

in the choice of his subject and
R
the Rt. Hon. Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill is fortunate in the
choice of his biographer. The tone
of this biography is set by its very
first sentence: "The last of the great
statesmen, Winston Churchill, a man
of multiple genius, will be devotedly
remembered as one of the most exasperating figures of history." The
rest of the book marshalls evidence
of the greatness of Churchill's statesmanship, the multiplicity of his genius, and the exasperation which he
has visited upon three generations
of British politicians.
It is characteristic of Churchill that
even a book about him becomes, in
a sense, a book by him. It is no
reflection upon Taylor's writing to
say that the best stuff in the book is
Churchill's own stuff. This is to be
expected. When history asks somed11y

statesman of his time possessed, the
probable answer will be: "A thorough acquaintance with the power of
the English language." Armed, at
times, with no other weapon, he has
used words as few men have ever
known how to use them.
The story of Churchill's life is by
now pretty generally known. Born
prematurely, the son of a brilliant
but erratic ·f ather and of an American
mother who was one of the great
beauties of her day, Churchill left a
trail of wreckage in his wake as he
passed through the educational sys·
tem. In the Boer War, he was captured and escaped. His political career
was, if anything, an elaboration upon
his father's erratic career. Several
times, it seemed that he was all
washed up. But before long he would
be back again, as incorrigible as ever.
And when Britain stood on the brink
of catastrophe, there he was in the
driver's seat, apparently quite sure
that the moment had been made to
order for the proper display of his
genius.
It should be understood, of course,
that Churchill the politician and

1
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statesman is only one .facet of Churchill the man. Taylor, who shares to
a very considerable extent Churchill's
zest for life, dwells lovingly upon
Churchill the epicure, Churchill the
artist, Churchill the bricklayer, and
Churchill the novelist and historian.
Perhaps it would not be out of place
to suggest that the present volume
is an almost natural sequel to Taylor's
earlier and very successful biography:
W. C. Fields: H is Follies and Fortunes.

GENERALS IN THE
WHITEHOUSE
By Dorothy B. Goebel and Julius
Goebel, Jr. New York. Doubleday.
1952. 276 pages. $3.00.
INE of the presidents of the

N United States-Washington,
Jackson, the two Harrisons, Taylor,
Pierce, Grant, Hayes, and Garfieldhad been general officers in the army
somewhere along the line in their
earlier careers. The authors attempt
to assess their competence as generals
and their subsequent success in the
presidency. The question they try to
answer is: to what extent did their
military background help or hinder
them in the presidency?
The study is thorough and painstaking. Interestingly enough, it indicates that a general moving into
the White House can be quite as
unpredictable as a new civilian president. The "military mind" which has
often been raised as a bogey-man
against military candidates does not
seem to exhibit itself in any of the
areas where it would normally be
expected to exhibit itself as, for in-
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stance, in foreign diplomacy and in
policies with respect to the size of
the permanent armed forces.
Presumably this book is at least
an oblique commentary on the present controversy that centers about
another possible military candidate.
It should therefore be said that none
of our nine general-presidents was
ever a completely career soldier, not
even Grant with his West Point background. Indeed, Grant was the only
graduate of the Point. The other
eight were civilians holding commissions similar to present-day National
Guard commissions. This is said, not
to invalidate the thesis of the book
but to point out that neither Dwight
Eisenhower nor Douglas MacArthur
would be fully in the tradition of our
earlier general-presidents.

MAN FROM ABILENE
By Kevirt McCann. New York.
Doubleday. 1952. 252 pages. $2.50.
EVIN McCANN served as an assist-

K ant to General Eisenhower during World War II and later accompanied the General to Columbia University when Eisenhower became president of that institution. Now president of Defiance College, McCann
has remained close to Eisenhower and
so, as might be supposed, the "man
from Abilene" emerges as quite a
figure from the pages of this biography.
There is no reason to suppose that
the figure is over-drawn or poorlydrawn . The .fact of the matter seems
to be that while Eisenhower has
clearly indicated his basic philosophy
on foreign affairs and domestic prob-
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lems, he has never translated his
philosophy into specific answers to
specific problems. On the whole, his
thinking seems to be that of a liberal
Republican, intellectually rejecting an
older form of Republicanism to which
he is still emotionally attached.
What Eisenhower stands for publicly is perhaps best summed up in
a comment by one of Columbia's
trustees, quoted by McCann:
Emphasis on the obvious rather than
elucidation of the obscure makes an
Eisenhower talk something unique for
a New York audience. The family,
church, and school as the foundation
of American society, freedom, cooperation, unity as its political core, the
Mosaic Decalogue and the Sermon on
the Mount as the source of its spiritual
strength-that sort of talk the people in
this city seldom hear.
Maybe they don't hear that in New
York, but that's all we've heard here
in Indiana ever since the campaign
opened.

FOR GOODNESS' SAKE
By Carol Beattie. New York. Prentice-Hall. 1952. 242 pages. $2.95·
E HAVE

here a story of "Love,

Life, and Laughter . . . With
W
a Husband Who Works on Sunday."
It will not spoil anybody's enjoyment
of the story if we reveal that Mrs.
Beattie's husband works for the Episcopal Church in the capacity of a
rector. Nor, having revealed that,
need we add that this is "wholesome
reading."
The appeal of a book such as this
lies, of course, in the fact that the
experiences of one preacher's wife

are likely to be similar to those of
thousands of preachers' wives and
" 'tis pleasant sure to see one's self
in print." But after one has read his
fifth or sixth volume on "Life in a
Rectory" the stories all begin to
sound about the same.

RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY
THE POWER OF FAITH
By Louis Binstock.
Prentice-Hall. 1952.
$3·95·

New York.
240 pages.

ABBI BINSTOCK is the much-loved
and highly-respected spiritual
leader of Chicago's Temple Sholom.
There is no doubt that he has been
most effective in helping a great
many people find a purpose and
meaning in their lives. The fact that
we believe that he has failed to point
out the right purpose and the true
meaning of life does not constitute
an indictment of his work. Our criticism would be that in administering
very effective palliatives he has failed
to treat the disease. For that we can
not blame him too harshly because
it is quite evident that he does not
himself recognize the disease.
The result is that we have here
another mental hygiene book which
offers inspiration and counsel for a
fearful generation. Faith, by which
Rabbi Binstock seems to suggest an
inflexible will to believe what one
wants to believe, is prescribed as the
specific for peace of mind. There is
the rather vague assumption that
God stands behind things and that
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God has put all of the ingredients
of a good life and a good world into
the universe if only man will do his
part and get in tune with the Divine
purpose. Ruling out the miraculous
as unnecessary and even undesirable,
Rabbi Binstock calls upon man to
work his own miracles through the
power of his will to believe. How
reasonable that all might have
sounded a hundred years ago! How
tragically insufficient that sounds today!

1HIS IS THE CHURCH

...

Edited by Anders Nygren. Translated by Carl C. Rasmussen. Philadelphia. Muhlenberg Press. 1952.
354 pages. $4·75·
OR

some years now the Swedish

F theologians h ave had some signifi-

r

cant things to say. One could very
well argue that the pulse of Church
life in Sweden is weak, but a handful
of experts in the various branches
of theology has shown remarkable
awareness and ability in dealing with
problems. Fourteen of these scholars
have contributed nineteen essays to
the symposium This Is the Church.
It is on this doctrine that the Lutheran Church in America, too, desires very much to be enlightened.
The first section of the volume is
devoted to certain of the most significant questions relating to the
Church in the New Testament while
the second deals with the nature and
function of the Church through history and in life today.
There are several reasons why theologians must devote particular at-

53

tention today to the doctrine of the
Church: the achievements of the Roman Catholic Church during the last
several decades in developing their
teaching on the Church as Christ's
Mystical Body must be properly assessed; the disintegration suffered by
certain Protestant bodies in view of
their lack of any adequate doctrine
of the Church must be evaluated
properly; the results of recent scholarly research, particularly in Luther
studies, and the experiences through
which the Lutheran churches have
passed during the past decades must
be integrated in new studies of the
doctrine .
Bishop Nygren states that systematic theology cannot fail to consider the Church in terms of all that
is involved in Paul's expression, Corpus Christi. "Christology attains its
proper breadth only when the church
is seen to be such. What it has to
say about Christ is not to be said
about him merely as an individual
but as the One who unites and embraces all Christians on earth." We
heartily agree with Nygren; there is
a wealth of meaning in the New
Testament, organic conception of
Christ and Church which is often
not stated emphatically enough. Hugo Odeberg's "The Individualism of
Today and the Concept of the
Church in the New Testament" is of
particular value as a supplement to
Nygren's remarks. We are so immersed in characteristically modem
modes of thinking that we require
the insight of scholars in a particular field or period to indicate the
differences; the present study attempts to render considerable rna-
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terial from New Testament and Luther study relevant for systematic
theology.
One will disagree on certain points,
as in Fridrichsen's interpretation of
Christ's words to Peter, p. 21, or his
statement that the cup was not always
an indispensable part in the Lord's
Supper. One might wish that in the
essay on the Church's visibility and
invisibility Calvin's influence on later Lutheran doctrine might have
been added to an able exposition.
However, those associated with production of the volume deserve our
sincere appreciation along with our
serious study.

moral bankruptcy, conflicting philosophies of life, etc. "The key to the
whole problem of youth's responsibilities is centered in his attitude and
behavior toward the Word. We mean
the whole Word of God as it is
given through 'holy men of God who
spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.' " "The Word alone and
Grace alone."
There are many quotations from
secular and Christian writers, among
whom Luther is very prominent. Of
"our own" men who are quoted, we
noticed Geiseman, Caemmerer, and
0. P. Kretzmann, editor of THE
CRESSET. The latter has said, according to this book:

FROM PLIGHT TO POWER
By Marcus Rieke and Gordon Huffman. The Wartburg Press. Columbus, Ohio. 1951. 140 pages. $2.00.
VERY generation worries about its
youth." This book is one of
E
the many evidences of how we worry
about the next generation.
It is written by Dr. Marcus Rieke,
Youth Director of the American Lutheran Youth and by the Reverend
Gordon S. Huffman, pastor of St.
Mark's Lutheran Church, Butler,
Pennsylvania, and member of the
same Church's Youth Board. The
writing of the book is a result of
the discussion and planning of the
joint Lutheran World Federation
Commissions on Youth and Students,
and should be of lasting value to our
youth and our youth leaders.
The presentation is thoroughly
Biblical. Sin is shown to be at the
bottom of the "plight" of our youth.
Sin produces insecurity, frustration,

"I am ready to claim now in 1951
that no man can be educated for our
kind of world without faith. Certainly
one of the purposes-the great and
final purpose of any educa tional process
-must be to place the individual squarely before the fact of God and ask him
what he is going to do about this
ultima te reality. Out of his answers
will flow all the decisions of life and
finally the issues of history."

CARL ALBERT GIESELER

THE CALL TO YOUTH
By Lutheran Youth Leaders. Compiled by Kenneth Priebe. Minneapolis. Augsburg Publishing House.
1952. 130 pages. $2.00.
HIS collection of articles directed
church
grew out of a meeting of the AllLutheran Youth Leaders' Council.
The compiler, Kenneth Priebe, was
for five years president of the Luther

T toward the youth of the
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League of the American Lutheran
Church.
The articles present both a call
to youth and suggestions of areas
of life within which young people
may serve their Lord. The writers
are manifestly sympathetic toward
young people and aware of the great
potential which they represent for
the church. Pastors and leaders of
young people's societies may find this
book quite encouraging and quite
helpful.

EDUCATION
THEY WENT TO COLLEGE
The College Graduate in
America Today
By Ernest Havemann and Patricia
Salter West. Harcourt, Brace and
Co. New York. 1952. 277 pages.
$4.00.
lTN

RECENT

years sociologists have

1l analyzed different vocations in our
society. We have Wilson's Academic
Man and Barnard's Functions of the
Executive, among a number of others.
We now have a comprehensive study
of the role of the college graduate
in our society-all the way from marriages and money to politics, morality,
and gripes.
It should, perhaps, be pointed out
that the volume represents an amalgam of activity: Time magazine initiated the work when it undertook
a study of its reading public, 77%
of them college graduates; the data
was turned over to the Columbia
University Bureau of Applied Social
Research and Mrs. West turned it
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into a Ph .D. dissertation; then Mr.
Havemann, professional Time and
Life journalist was called in to render
the percentages, charts, and tables
understandable to a broad public.
The dichotomous character of the
work-to this reviewer both a strength
and weakness-is symbolized in the
very character of title and subtitle.
The volume has all the strength
of a careful statistical study and all
the weaknesses, so far as significant
generalizations are concerned, of statistical surveys. The reader will have
to do much of the interpreting of
data: this means not only that he
will have to adjust salary scales of
1947, when the data was collected,
to our further-inflated scales of 1952,
but he will have to ask whether or
not the data indicates that the colleges have sold out to the idols of
social and financial success. There is
strong evidence for such a conviction.
The study is concerned with statements of facts and their interconnections, but the reader can hardly refrain from certain value-judgments.
For example, the median for male
graduates at the time of the survey
was $4,689 as compared with $2,200
for all American men. One can only
relate the conclusive evidence for the
cash value of a diploma to the widespread parental dreams of success in
order to see how many plan to use
college, and how eager many colleges
are to increase their practical usefulness. The question of the proper
role of the university is thus raised.
Those who specialized, e.g., law, medicine, dentistry, engineering, or a specific area in the natural sciences, en-
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joyed considerably greater earning
power than the humanities graduates,
e.g., philosophy, literature or languages. As the volume rightly suggests, however, the question is not
necessarily one of either/or, but may
involve the possibility of adequately
combining the two values.
Other material is extremely interesting. For example, one is surprised at the relatively slight influence the exposure to learning has
had on the graduates' politics. There
is little switching from their father's
party. The grads are predominantly
Republican-in fact, they outnumber
the Democrats about three to two.
However, there are a larger number
of Independents than one would find
among non-graduates; few are members of minor parties, Socialists, Communists, Farmer-Labor, Liberal, etc.
Moreover, the graduates tend to be
sharply anti-New Deal-except for
the youngsters under 30, who seem
to be ignorant of the "good old days"
before Franklin Roosevelt and the
New Deal. It is significant that few
who classify themselves in any party
engage in the work that actually
counts: only 17% contributed money
during the last year for political purposes; only 3% engaged in fundraising of this nature; and only 6%
had held an elective office or tried
for one during the preceding four
years. College seems to have done
little to rouse the old grads' political consciousness.
No less interesting is the evidence
for the stability of the graduate's
marriage-g6 out of 100 men who
ever married were still married and
living with their wives whereas the

percentage for all American men was
about Sg. The survey does not in
any way substantiate the opinion that
college work tends to destroy the
religious convictions of Roman Catholics and Protestants, but for some
reason or other Jewish graduates have
little to do with their synagogues
any more.
On many matters the statistics may
be variously interpreted, but you will
find that They Went to College has
the samplings' numbers determined
quite carefully.

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
TO UNIVERSITIES IN
GREAT BRITAIN
By Harold W. Dodds, Louis M.
Hacker, and Lindsay Rogers. The
Columbia University Press. 1952.
133 pages. $2.50.
wo dangers confront private edu-

T cation on the university level
in the United States today. The first
is the danger of starvation through
lack of funds. The second is the
danger of suffocation if government
should undertake to supply the
needed funds. The first danger is
real and apparent. The second danger is potential. The purpose of this
study was to examine a situation in
which education remains free of government regimentation even though
government supplies the funds, and
to attempt to judge from this situation whether there might be any
possibility of working out the same
arrangement or a similar arrange·
ment in the United States.
The universities of Great Britain
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are subsidized by the government.
So far, at least, government subsidy
has carried with it no hint of government control. Isolated indications
of desires by government officials or
agencies to influence what is taught
on the campus have run into a stone
wall of official and academic disapproval. Thus the universities have
retained their freedom despite the
fact that they have b ecome increasingly more dependent upon government for their funds.
The authors note, however, that
this happy situation arises very largely out of the British capacity for
handling things informally with a
minimum of bureaucratic red tape.
Officials and academic people get
together for off-the-record meetings
of minds and thresh out whatever
difficulties may arise between the universities and the government. The
authors fear that this way of doing
things is not an exportable commodity and that, accordingly, the solution which British higher education
has found for its financial problems
does not offer much direction for the
solution of the financial problems of
American universities.
Although this report will be of
primary interest to the educational
administrator, it might b e read profitably by educators generally. The
British have done some things in
higher education, particularly as regards ensuring bright young men and
women the chance for a university
education, that we might do well to
study and perhaps eventually adapt
to our own purposes.

HISTORY
THE ANATOMY OF
REVOLUTIONS
By Crane Brinton. New York .
Prentice-Hall. 1938. (1952, revised.)
324 pages. $5.oo.
prospective reader should not
be misled by the title of this
book or by the comments on the
jacket cover. "Revolution" as such is
not dissected but four seemingly similar revolutions are compared and contrasted: the English of the 164o's,
the American, the French, and the
Russian. The author discusses in
these four: the seeming causes, the
early stages, the types of revolutionists, the rule of the moderates to the
rule of the extremists, with the reign
of terror, and finally the aftermath.
By exploring the historical facts behind these revolutions "brilliant answers" are not necessarily provided
for the usual questions about revolutions. Also •:thorough documentation" is not evident to the reader;
there are no footnotes for the statements presented. There is a good
bibliographical appendix, but "it does
not even include all the somewhat
varied sources which have gone into
this study of revolutions."
I have not meant to imply by these
remarks that the book is (scholastically
speaking) unacceptable. But I do
mean that the implications of the
statements on the dust jacket are
false .
For it seems to me that the author
has done a good job in bringing together and interpreting the available
facts surrounding these four revolu-
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tions. Mr. Brinton, of course, contrary to the jacket blurb, realizes the
limitations of such a study. He says
that he is not attempting a complete
sociology of revolutions. But that he
hopes that whatever uniformities he
can detect in the revolutions he is
analyzing will turn out to be obvious. "It will seem sufficient gain
i·f these uniformities can be listed,
recorded as uniformities."
If you would like to know what
seems to have made these revolutions "tick," if you would like to
know about the problems involved
in evaluating material and in drawing conclusions, here is a book with
which to begin. The style is free and
easy to read. A knowledge of history
is not essential but very desirable.

THE COURT AND THE
CONSTITUTION
By Owen J. Roberts. Cambridge,
Mass. Harvard University Press.
1951. 102 pages. $2.00.
ORMER

Supreme

Court

Justice

Roberts presents his observations
F
on the struggle for sovereignty between the Federal and state governments and on the role the Court has
played in that conflict. He chooses
three areas in which to develop his
thesis-taxation, regulation and due
process. There is sharp criticism of
the alleged inconsistencies in and the
position taken by the Court in these
areas.
Originally given as lectures, the
arguments presented are necessarily
and unfortunately brief. Although

well documented, excerpts from cases
are severely edited. Students of Constitutional Law may disagree sharply
with the author's conclusions. It must
be said, however, that he is qualified
to draw these conclusions from the
cases cited because he had participated in rendering the decisions of
many of them.
LOUIS F. BARTELT

SOCIETY AND THOUGHT IN
MODERN AMERICA
By Harvey Wish. New York. Longmans, Green and Company. 1952.
618 pages.

..

ARVEY WISH of Western Reserve

H University has this to say of
A History of American Life, one of
the outstanding cooperative series in
American cultural and social history:
"This series was usually descriptive
rather than integrative or analytical, ,.
though several contributions did
achieve an integrating interpretive
quality by stressing such concepts as
urbanism." Wish's book falls into the
same class-usually descriptive and
sometimes interpretive.
If and when interpretation pre- •
sented itself, it was dedicated to the
idea that the Industrial Revolution
and its accompanying Urbanism were
not sufficient to explain society and
thought in modern America. "The
tremendous capacity of the human
will and intelligence to transform ~
the environment" tended also to vary
the cultural pattern. This is a good
social-intellectual history of recent
America.
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THESATURDAYREVffiW
HOME BOOK OF RECORDED
MUSIC AND SOUND
REPRODUCTION
New York. Prentice-Hall.
308 pages. $4.5o.

1952.

title tells the story. Irving
familiar to readers of
the Saturday Review as that maga'W· zine's music critic, has brought together information in this book on
practically every aspect of sound re• production.
The first section of the book, by
Edward Tatnall Canby, takes up the
whole subject of records, .from the
theory of recording sound through
the process of record-making to the
merchandising of the records. The
second section, by C. G. Burke, discusses home reproduction and how
~ to improve it. The third section, by
Irving Kolodin, will be of special
interest to people who enjoy recorded
music but have no special interest
in the mechanics of the thing. Entitled "Learning to Listen and Listening to Learn," this section deals
with what a listener must bring to
the music and what he may hope to
derive from it. The key to this
section is Kolodin's statement that
"the listening ear derives only so
much pleasure as it is willing to put
forth in attention."
~
An especially valuable feature of
the book is a series of lists of various
recordings which might .form the
basis for a record library.
HE

T Kolodin,
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By Frank Swinnerton. New York.
Doubleday. 1952. 161 pages. $3.5o.

\\1\

JHAT has happened to the bibliVV ophile, that gentle, harmless
breed that flourished before we all
started rushing about like chickens
beating their wings to frighten off
the hawks? Evidently the species has
not altogether perished for here is
Frank Swinnerton, a genial and
knowledgeable veteran of the English publishing scene who has spent
his life among books and their authors and who has quite obviously
enjoyed every moment of it.
His book, which takes the reader
on "an affectionate journey through
the book world of London" is undeniably a labour of love. He loves
London, not only the London of
today but the London of a tremendous literary past. He loves the literature which English writers have produced, and he knows why he loves
it. And he loves (or at least respects)
the men and women who did the
writing, and the kind of world which
they inhabited-a world of publishers
and bookshops and libraries and
coffee-houses and clubs.
To read this book is to return for
a while to the home island of the
bibliophile, to revisit familiar scenes
and to breathe again the exhilaratingly musty air on which giants have
thrived. The many pictures of people
and places almost constitute, in themselves, a pictorial survey of two or
three generations of English publishing. And when one considers the men
who have lived and written in Lon·
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don, what story could be more fascinating?

JUSTICE ACCORDING TO LAW
By Roscoe Pound. New Haven.
Yale University Press. 1951. g8
pages. $2.50.

J

URIST POUND, one of the leading
legal scholars of our day, gives a
brief insight into his thoughts on
justice and law. He presents first
definitions-including his own-of the
terms "justice" and "law," their distinctions and interrelation, and then
points up the dangers inherent in
the present mushrooming tenden-

cies of so-called administrative justice which he feels threatens the
American concept of justice and law.
In the forward Dean Pound explains that because originally delivered as a series of lectures, the
presentation is briefer than it would
be if written in treatise form. It
would be interesting to read a supplementary paper on the subject, for
although he criticizes executive justice and its expansion, some of his
arguments may be vulnerable to attack without further expansion, especially by those who foster the administrative process.
LOUIS F. BARTELT

The heart has its reasons, which reason does not know.
We feel it in a thousand things. I say that the heart
naturally loves the Universal Being, and also itself
naturally, according as it gives itself to them; and it
hardens itself against one or the other at its will. You
have rejected the one, and kept the other. Is it by reason
that you love yourself?
It is the heart which experiences God, and not the
reason. This, then, is faith: God 'felt by the heart, not
by the reason.
PASCAL
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evaluates one of the world's most powerfu l forces

Motion Picture
..
'II.·

•

By

THE WoRLD's GREATEST PLOT."

This is the arresting heading
Leland Stowe has chosen for the
opening chapter of his new book
Conquest by Terror: The Story
of Satellite Europe (New York:
Random House. 1952). Mr. Stowe
writes:

How to Enslave Everybody is a
contemporary tragedy, written in
Moscow, produced and directed by
1 Soviet Russians, and now being
played throughout Eastern and captive Europe-with a cast of go million persons.
~
In several respects this tragedy surpasses anything ever known before.
Its plot is unquestionably the greatest
• in the world's history. It contains
infinitely more murder and robbery,
more terror and torture, more villainy and heroism, more mockery and
I heartbreak than all of Shakespeare.
It is exceptionally designed for universal performance.

Mr. Stowe describes in graphic
detail the methods employed by
those who play leading roles in
the monstrous plot to enslave the
61
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peoples of the earth. During the
recent housecleaning within our
own motion-picture industry we
learned that many Hollywood
writers, directors, and actors had
swallowed the Red lure. It seems
to me that these misguided individuals, and other naive dreamers,
should carefully study the chapter of Mr. Stowe's book which is
titled "The 'Russianizing' of Foreign Peoples and Cul tures."
The motion picture-and other
art forms-constantly stresses the
need for complete freedom of expression. Are the arts free in Sovietdominated lands? We know that
they are not. We know that under
a communist regime communist
ministers of culture and art exercise arbitrary control and direction of the motion-picture screen,
the legitimate theater, music, art,
and literature. Mr. Stowe tells us:
"Every film and every production
is party planned and controlled.
Every performance or show must
serve a party or a Russian propa-
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ganda purpose." He points out
that Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Poland, and Hungary have been
flooded with Russian films which
depict the land of the Soviet as
"the country of golden abundance," where life "radiates with
consummate happiness." "Hollywood at its worst,"· Mr. Stowe says,
"was never so saccharine nor so
palpably false."
How effective are these methods?
Mr. Stowe warns:
VVhen you keep throwing gobs of
mud at a wall, some of it sticks. This
is what the Russians do with movies
and with everything else. Puppetstate adults may brush off 95 per cent
of it. Teen-age children may not
brush off more than 30 per cent today-and perhaps less than 5 per cent
in another few years. Time works for
Russianization-time and the strategy
of saturation. Thousands of movie
halls for workers now exist; thousands more in "Houses of Culture"
and in youth centers. Hundreds of
movie caravans tour satellite villages,
together with theatrical, choral and
dance groups. Nearly half of 180
documentary films shown in Hungary
were Soviet-made. A similarly wholesale infiltration, glorifying everything
Russian, occurs in every field of entertainment and artistic presentation.

Important personages in the
American Motion Picture Industry
have pledged themselves not only
to rid the industry of subversive
influences but to make use of the
screen to expose and to combat

communist infiltration into American institutions. Louis de Rochemont's exciting new film Walk
East on Beacon (Columbia), produced with the co-operation of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
is based on a factual report on
counter-espionage made by J. Edgar Hoover. Here the cunning of
a ruthless and powerful foe is
pitted against the resourcefulness
of the F.B.I. and the integrity and
incorruptibility of loyal citizens.
Walk East on Beacon has the simplicity and the hard-hitting power
of a documentary.
My Son john (Paramount), on
the other hand, does not rise above
the level of stock melodrama. The
late Robert Walker portrays the
traitorous U. S. Government employee with brilliant success, but
Helen Hayes is disappointing in
her first screen appearance in
seventeen years.
In recent months the nation has
been aroused and alarmed by a
series of disturbing riots within
prison walls. I happened to be in
Michigan when the serious revolt
in the State Prison at Jackson
made headline news all over the
country. And I saw My Six Convicts (Stanley Kramer, Columbia)
on the very night during which
outraged Michiganders heard and
read of the "agreement" made between convict rioters and state
officials. It is not surprising, then,
that My Six Convicts was greeted
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with jeers and raucous laughter.
"' At best, the film is weak and unconvincing. At its worst, it is
downright ridiculous. Donald
Powell Wilson's 1951 best-seller
account of his experiences as a
' prison psychologist has been
changed to such an extent that it
" retains only a remote resemblance
to Mr. Wilson's book. Some of the
acting is good-notably that of
""' Millard Mitchell and Gilbert Ro..._ land. The prison backgroundphotographed at San Quentinis chillingly realistic and an unhappy reminder of a serious social
problem.
Hoagy-short for Hoagland, by
the way-Carmichael is an engaging personality on the screen.
He is no less engaging off the
screen. I met Hoagy recently and
• chatted with him when he made
a guest appearance at a "pop"
concert presented by the Fort
Wayne Philharmonic Orchestra.
We read and hear so many un.. favorable comments about Hollywood personages that I feel I
rl must tell you that Hoagy not only
refused to accept a fee for his performance but actually flew from
California at his own expense. In' diana-born Hoagy brushed aside
expressions of gratitude. It was,
-1 he assured me, "his pleasure" to
"do something" for an Indiana
orchestra. Incidentally, what he
did was a decidedly substantial
"something," since the mere an-
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nouncement of his appearance
sold out the house days in advance
of the concert.
After meeting Hoagy I looked
forward with keen anticipat ion to
his latest picture Belles on Their
Toes (2oth Century-Fox). Hoagy's
performance in this new chapter
in the lives of the Gilbreths is
completely satisfactory, but the
film itself lacks the charm and the
sparkle of its predecessor Cheaper
by the Dozen.
To hear Robert Merrill in recital is a memorable experience.
To see Robert Merrill in Aaron
Slick of Punkin Crick (Paramount)
is something else again. Rudolf
Bing fired Mr. Merrill from the
Metropolitan roster because the
singer left New York City before
the end of the opera season to
make this corny barnyard farce.
Recently Mr. Bing took Mr. Merrill back. Could it be that the
astute manager of the Metropolitan Opera Company saw the film
and decided that the famous baritone had suffered enough?
With a Song in My H eart (2oth
Century-Fox) pays tribute to the
indomitable spirit and staunch
courage which carried Jane Froman through years of suffering
after a plane crash put an abrupt
end to a promising career. Susan
Hayward portrays Miss Froman
on the screen, but the singing
voice on the soundtrack is that of
the popular star.
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In the middle 1940s delighted
readers everywhere chuckled over
George and Helen Papashvily's
hilarious account of a Georgian
immigrant's experiences in the
fabulous land where "anything
can happen." Paramount's new
film Anything Can Happ en, directed by George Seaton, presents
a superficial and somewhat sugary
treatment of the book. Jose Ferrer
heads the distinguished cast.
The Pride of St. Louis (2oth
Century-Fox) harks back to the
days when the antics of Dizzy and
Daffy Dean added spice and color
to the great American game. En-

tertammg enough-especially for
baseball fans.
For some reason Marlene Dietrich is still big news in the entertainment world. H er most recent film Rancho Notorious (RKORadio) is brutal, ugly, and corny.
Two so-called "adventure" pictures-Macao (RKO -Radio) and
Mara Maru (Warners)-miss fire
completely. The scenic effects are
often arresting. ·
Many famous historic spots in
the Eternal City may be seen in
When in Rome (M-G-M) . Aside
from this, the film has little to
offer.

If we do not devise some greater and more equitable
system Armageddon will be at our door. The problem
basically is theological and involves a spiritual recrudescence and improvements of human character that will
synchronize with our almost matchless character in science, art, literature, and all material and cultural developments of the past two thousand years. It must be of the
spirit if we are to save the flesh.
GENERAL DouGLAs MAcARTHUR
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READING ROOM
Churches and Public Morality
HE editors of The Annals o£
""
the American Academy of Po., litical and Social Science have devoted an entire issue (March, 1952)
to "Ethical Standards in American
Public Life." Of interest to many
readers of THE CRESSET will be
the article by F. Ernest Johnson,
executive director of the Central
Department of Research and Survey for the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America, entitled
"Do Churches Exert Significant
Influence on Public Morality?"
Basic to his discussion, he says,
is the fact "that public morality
"' is much more than a projection
of the standards of private conduct." In our private relationships, it is probably true that most
of us see our duty and responsibility more clearly but as members of the churches of America
and as citizens we have not fully
understood that "a cultural crisis
is upon us in which no clear picture of what public responsibility
means" is readily available. Most

T

VICTOR F.
HoFFMANN

of us are aware of the fact that
a phenomenal gap may exist between private and public morals.
People have been known to pray
in private and to prey in public.
Like individuals, the institutional
church is also in this cultural lag.
"The churches have not been conspicuously successful in raising the
standards of public morality; for
the prevailing occupation of the
churches has been with individual
behavior patterns rather than with
group behavior."

Churches and the Status Quo
ISTORICALLY, religion and religious groups have been conservative forces. For example, the
Lutheran Church has been particularly devoted to quietism. For
that reason, say Elliot and McDonald in Western Political Heritage, "the Lutheran Church ha~
never been the effective limit on
Caesar." As a part of the community, the church has usually been
identified with the community and
insists upon supporting the common ethos and the basic assump-

H
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tions upon which society is built.
In this process of identification
and support, the church "tends
to fasten upon it the limitations
and the faults of that community."
It's a little like the Americans
who wanted to get into Japan;
instead of the Americans going
in, the Japanese came out. The
Church has gone into the world to
preach the Gospel but has discovered that the world has come
into the Church. Furthermore, the
Church is compelled to grow and
as it expands it "becomes broadly
inclusive and representative, it inevitably takes on the character of
the community as a whole. To the
extent that it is 'of the people,
by the people, and for the people,'
it will faithfully reflect their imperfections and their in~olve~e~~
in the total human Situation.
This means probably that if your
community practices race segregation, your churches wil~ ~ollow
suit. Actually, however, It IS the
duty of the Church to lead the
way-to be the leaven, not the
loaf. The large church body, the
institutionalized Church, finds it
difficult to lead the way. In some
cases, the large denominations
have even lost the power or the
will to crusade for souls and humanity. To put it more crudelywhen men and women run too
hard for ecclesiastical office and
for institutional prestige, they lose
the heavenly visions.

Prophetic Groups
been said that third parties are the snowplows of political progress and the political future since the rna jor parties are
burdened with the loads of the
present. It might be a good thing
for the Church as well to look to
its third parties, its small prophetic
groups. The Church in some cases,
as mentioned above, has already
become the loaf and is no longer
the leaven, the moral conscience,
it is supposed to be. Therefore,
we are to remember, writes Johnson hopefully, that "within the
churches there are groups of restless, prophetic spirits inspired by
a hereditary faith, purified by a
voluntary discipline, who are continually extending the boundaries
of the Christian testimony and
giving leadership in social-moral
reconstruction. They are the leaven!" At least, these groups (though
termed fanatic and crazy) will
stimulate and sting the ecclesiastical Leviathan and increase "the
sensitiveness of the Christian conscience."
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The Christian in Politics
JuLY 27, I950, in a matins
address at Valparaiso University, Dr. 0. A. Geiseman of River Forest, Illinois, took up the
matter of the Christian in politics.
(This address is incorporated in
a monograph published by Val-
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paraiso University, The Christian

~ ~ in Politics.) According to Geise-
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man, the Christian becomes a
good citizen first of all by simply
being a Christian and by being
true to his lights. In giving testimony of his moral ideals, the
Christian is beset by many tensions
and conflicts. "This may, as a
matter of fact, be the reason why
so many Christians remain aloof
from public office while they enjoy the social advantages an orderly government affords or criticize and condemn such injustice,
abuse, corruption or incompetence
as they may have occasion to observe in the administration of governmental affairs." Such people
are prone to say that they cannot
participate in government because
it is corrupt. By the same token,
the Christian could hardly live
with himself. The Christian is not
to stand by in a position of helplessness simply because he cannot
immediately achieve the effective
operation of his Christian ideals.
That his ideals have not been put
into practice in spite of his efforts
does not mean that he has destroyed these ideals or for that
matter even been disloyal to them.
"It only means that the 'hardness
of heart' of the citizens makes it
impossible to attain a higher level
of morality." This sort of divine
realism "calls for active participation of Christians in politics. As
much as it may go against a Chris-
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tian's grain to label himself a Republican or Democrat, it is an undeniable fact that unless one joins
a political party he can play little
if any part in selecting the candidates who will run in the final
election. And unless sound candidates are selected at our primaries,
we cannot hope to elect sound
men to office in the end." ("Views
of the News" by Fred Kramer in
The Springfielder.) The essence
of this paragraph has been stated
nicely in another section of THE
CRESSET: "We dare not permit a
person to say, 'I am a member of
the church; the things of the state
do not concern me unless they
affect the church.' " (See Letter
to the Editor.)

The Idea of Christian Vocation
lfN The Annals> Johnson pinJl pointed the idea that has been
the concern of many thoughtful
Christians for the last several years.
The idea is that every calling is
a Christian vocation, "just as truly
a sacred vocation as is the ministry. . . . Today many people are
coming to see in it the greatest
single instrumentality for bringing the common, everyday life of
men and women under Christian
ethical sanctions.'' If this had been
the case in the past, the concern
about the inertia of the Christian
in politics would not have developed to such a great degree.
My simple but profound position
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in the priesthood of believers
would force me to throw my meaning of life as lived in the GodMan relationship upon whatever
comes into my field of observation and activity. How can a member of the priesthood of believers
with a deep sense of the meaning
of life and his vocation stay out
of politics?

Crime, Reform, and the Voter
the sponsorship and direction of the Senate Crime
Investigating Committee, thousands upon thousands of Americans are alerted to the criminalpolitical alliance that has always
existed in varying degrees in America. Thoughtful Americans (like
Elmo Roper and Louis Harris in
The Saturday Review of Literature, April 7, 1951) are o-f the
opinion that the United States is
a dog being wagged by i"ts tail.
"In a very real sense we are a
nation of minority rule, because
a majority of our people abstain
from politics, abdicating in favor
of a few professional politicians
and their coteries of insiders and
hangers-on." George Jean Nathan
said the same thing though more
pointedly: "Bad officials are
elected by good citizens who do
not vote." By one set of figures,
four of every ten people over
twenty-one "have never taken the
trouble to vote." Usually, the type
of government which the United

U
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States will have from year to year
is determined by 35 to 50 per cent
of the voters. By self-choice, a
great part of the voting population has disenfranchised itself. By
the abdication of the people, the
doors are opened to two potent
procedures in American politics,
kingmaking and lobbying. If we
are a nation of joiners, we do not
join politically effective groups
since only 1 per cent have belonged "to organizations which
take stands on public issues." Roper and Harris calculated that "21
per cent of the people say they
discuss public issues frequently.
... Only 13 per cent report they
have written a letter or talked
with a Congressman cir other public officials on a public issue within the past year." Less than 11 per
cent have ever worked in a political campaign or contributed
money to a political campaign .
Of those who take the trouble to
do the things listed above, the
majority are professional, executive, white-collar, males, older
people, the prosperous, the better
educated and live in the Northeastern section of our country. In
summary, Roper and Harris have
this to say: "When close to half
the people don't vote we get representatives who are indeed representatives of but part of the people.
W"hen hardly more than 10 per
cent of the people take the trouble
to influence the choice of the can-
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didates and less than 20 per cent
try to influence officials once they
"' are elected to office the democratic
process in America can hardly be
called a model of functioning self·
,... rule." This would make govern·
~ ment of, by, and for the people
a hollow mockery.

• Well?

One of our roving editors, Leslie
,... "Ogden Nash" Lange came up
. with the following discovery after
.f hours of research:

RES IPSA LOQUITUR
or
AN OBSERVATION IN
SUPPORT OF THE THEORY
OF THE CIRCULARITY
OF HISTORY
Mr. John Ray
(1627?·1705)
Author of
English Proverbs
Said
"Misery Loves Company."

In the long run, truth is aided by nothing so much as
by opposition, and by the opposition of those who can
give the full strength of the argument on the side of
error. In an age of authority and spiritual bondage, the
opinions of an individual are often important,-some·
times decisive. One voice may determine the judgment
of a country. But, in an age of free discussion, little is to
be feared from great names, on whatever side arrayed.
When I hear a man compla·i ning that some cause which
he has at heart will be put back for years by a speech or a
book, I suspect that his attachment to it is prejudice,
that he has no consciousness of standing on a rock. The
more discussion the better, if passion and personality
be eschewed; and discussion, even if stormy, often
winnows truth from error, a good never to be expected
in an unenquiring age.
WILLIAM ELLERY. CHANNING

LETTER TO
THE EDXTOR
Dear Sir:
lf READ the principal articles of
Jl. the March CRESSET with much
interest. If it is not out of order,
I should like to suggest that THE
CRESSET also publish articles treating the subject matter generally
discussed under the heading of
church and state from the point
of view of the individual Christian, an integrated personality.
While the use of the terminologies, church and state, and the
discussion of the nature and responsibilities of each is convenient philosophically and dodges
some difficult problems practically,
the choice of these terms is not
required by the Scriptures, and
the results are often confusing to
the Christian life. The term state
is not used in the Bible. So far as
I am aware, the term church is
not used in contrast or comparison with the concepts included in
the term state. But the frequent
Biblical use of the term church in
con.trast with other things such as
the world, leads some to think
that a discussion of church and
state is a study of mutually exclusive entities, especially when
some go so far as to talk about
the complete separation of church
and state. The idea of complete

separation is nonsense when the in· ~
dividual Christian considers himself and . his duties and responsi- .,.
bilities. He is both church and
state. By reason of his faith, he
is the church; by being in the ""!
flesh and having responsibilities ~'
under a democratic form of government, he is also the state. In
this country the "powers that be"
are, in the final analysis, "We, the
people."
What is needed is the development of thought based not on the
abstract concepts of the collectives, church and state, but a development based on the individual Christian citizen, a being in
whom both church and state are
combined, yet an integrated personality serving man and God in
things temporal and spiritual. We
dare not permit a person to say,
"I am a member of the church; -.
the things of the state do not concern me unless they affect the
church." Nor dare we allow others,
in thinking of their activities in ~
the state, to forget that their actions are subject to the will of
God and to act like the heathen
in their civic and social behavior.
A start in the right direction might
be to add to the Table of Duties
in the small catechism a section
entitled "To Citizens (Rulers) in
a Democracy."
Yours very truly,
EDGAR P. H. MEIBOHM
Wilmington, Delaware

Verse
Midsummer N octume

t

These are the last nights
Perhaps---

the breaking heart dams
against the river of tears.

The shining stars
Of a fearless curtain
Drawn over greater Fear
And dreaming dreams
We cannot wake the dying

Shall we close these doors?
Shall we close
These Doors,
Which we cannot open,
Whose key is not in our hands?

The night is getting dark;
The stars fall down;
The vision goneWhat is man?
A star we have dreamed
Falling in the night
falling in the Darker Night?
---0 Lord, we ask ....
RAY SCOLARE

Nipponjin
"' They have grown here long
Fingers printed on stone
backs bending in twisted rock
with each hill a song
and every brook a broken bone
No new clock
rings the numberless hours
flowers burned into ancient air

that counts neither time
nor care
This is a used land
abused with labor's salt
as wrinkled hands poise ready
to share every soildrop
whose each crop
is colored by bloods of toil
ROBERTEPP

E ARE moderately pleased to anis no point to pretending that their .,
nounce that our ebullient Nestudy makes easy reading. If it's too
tough going, turn back to Hoffmann's .....
braska colleague, G. G., will continue
column. Or the editorials.
his series of letters in THE Cru:ssET.
To date, we have received no unfavor.,-...:.
able comments on his work in writing.
We reckon with the possibility that the
voices of his critics may have been
silenced by apoplexy.
T. S. Eliot is undoubtedly one of the
most controversial
figures of our time.
spirits of imperial
Eliot is what modern
ancestors and historman considers a conical personages and
tradiction in termsto some deities of na- I
a Christian (Imagine!
ture." It is Dr. Koenhe even believes in
ker's contention, in
sin, heaven, hell, and
which the editors
the devil!) and a litfully agree, that an
erary giant. This
Americanized version
makes him practicalof Shinto is being acly incomprehensible
tively championed by
to that large segment
influential and perof the intellectual
suasive elements in
world which has althe United States. We
ways assumed that a
hope, as opportunity
PROBLEMS
Christian can not
presents itself in the
read without moving
future, to examine
CONTRIBUTORS
his lips.
this new thing in
FINAL NOTES
Partly because we
more detail and to
think our readers
show that it is in
ought to know more
active competition
about Eliot, and
with Christianity for (II
partly because we
the hearts and minds
wanted to pay our
of men.
own tribute to the man who has given
.Mr. Roy Stoll ("America's True Source
much inspiration to thinking Christians
of Blessing") is new to our readers. A
of our generation, we were very happy
graduate of Concordia Theological Semito have the privilege of printing the
nary in St. Louis, Mr. Stoll is presently
article by Professor Czamanske and Dr.
a member of the department of foreign
Herz on the changing accent in Eliot's
languages at Valparaiso University. His
work. The task which they set for themarticle is THE CRESSET's way of observing
selves was not a simple one and there
Independence Day.
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